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An Oration of Pope Sixtus the fift 
vpon the death of King Henry the third, 


in Rome in the full aſſemblic of the 
Cardinalles. 


Onſidering oftentimes with my ſelfe, 
and applying my whole vnderſtanding 
vnto theſe things, which now of late 
boa iuſt iudgement of God, are come 
to paſſe: J thinke J map with right 
vſe the woꝛds of the Pꝛophet Abacuck 
ſaping : I haue wrought a worke in 
your daies, dad none will beleeue it „though it be told 
them. The French Ling is llaine by the hands of a Friar, 
fo2 unto this it may fitly be compared, although the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet ſpake of an other thing, namely of the incarnation of 
our Lo2d, which erceedeth and ſurmounteth all other won- 
ders and miracles whatſoeuer: as alſo the Apoſtle S. aul 
referreth the ſame woꝛdes vnto the reſurrection of Chꝛiſt. 
When the Pꝛophet ſayde a worke, his nunde was not 
to ſigniſie by it ſome common oꝛ oꝛdinarie thing, but a 
rare and notable matter, and a dæde woꝛthie to be re⸗ 
membꝛed, as that of the creation of the woꝛlde, The hea⸗ 
uens are the woꝛkes ol thine handes: And againe, He re⸗ 
ſted the ſeauenth day, of all the woꝛkes which he had made. 
When he ſayth, haue wroughc, with theſe woꝛdes the 
holy Scripture is wont to expꝛeſſe thinges not come to 
paſſe by caſualtie, foꝛtune, oz accident, but things befallen 
by the determined p2outfdence,, will, and oꝛdinance of God, 
as our Sauiour ſapde: The wozkes which J doe, ver ſhall 
doe alſo, and pet greater, and many moze ſuch like where- 
with the holv Scriptures are repleniſhed. And that he ſaith 
that it is done in times paſt, herein hee followeth the vie 
and oꝛder of the other Pꝛophets, who foꝛ the certentic of 
the euent are wont to pꝛopheſie of things to come as if they 
were palt alreadie. Foz the 2 ſap , that wage 
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paſt are ofneceſſitie, things pꝛeſent, of being: and thinges 
to come only of poſſibilitie. Foꝛ which certamtie the P29- 
phet Iſaie long befoze pzophiſying of the death of Chaifk, 
bath thus ſpoken : He was led as a ſherpe to the ſlaughter, 
and like a dumumc lambe befoze his ſhearer, ſo opened her 
not his mouth, c. And this whereof we ſpeake at this 
pꝛeſent, and which is comic to paſſe m thete our data, is a 
famous, notable, and an vntredible thing not done oꝛ at⸗ 
cheiued without the particular pꝛouidence and diſpoſitton 
of the Aumightie. A Friar hath lulde a King , not a pam⸗ 
ted one, 02 dꝛawen vpon a pe#ce of paper, o: pttured vpon 
a wall, but the Ling of France, in the nudeſt of his arnue, 
compaſſed and emmroned round about wtth his Guard and 
Souldiers : which truely is ſich an ad, and donne in ſuch 
amuumer, that none will beler ue it, when it ſhall be tolde 
them, and perhaps our poſleritit and the age to come wil 

account and eſteme it dut a fable. 
That the king is dead 02 eſſe flame, it is caſilp to be bes 
leeucd, but that he is kild and taken awap in this lozt, is 
hardly to be credited, cuen as we pꝛeſent q agree vnto this 
that Chʒiſt is bozne of a woman, but if we adde vuto it of 
. twoman virgine, then following naturall reaſon we can 

in no wile aſſent vnto it. Cuen ſo we lightly delecue that 
Chuſt dicd, but that he is riſen vp againe from death to life, 
it falleth harde vnto mans vnecrſtanting , and there⸗ 
ſoze not lightly digeſted. That one is wakened agame out 
of a feepe. extaſte, oꝛ a ſoimd, becanſe1t is not againſt na- 
ture, we naturally belccue it, but to be riſen againe from 
death, it ſæmeth ſo vncredible vnto the ficth, that S. Paule 
deſputing in Athens of this point, was nuſtiked greatly, 
and accuſed to be a ſetter ſw2th of nc Sods, fo that ma⸗ 
ny (as S. L me witneſfeth did mocke htm , and man fo2 
the ſkrangenelle of the doctrine ſaide, We will heare ther 
agame of this thing. Of ſuch things therefoze which befall 
not, acco2ding to the lawes of nature, andthe o2dzinante = 
courſe thereof, ſpeaketh the Pꝛophet, That nonc wall be- 


lerue it when it chall be tolde them, But wee giue credite 
untg 


vnto tt by conſideration of ebene of God', and 
by ſnbamiſſion of our — 5 of 
faith,and ſeruite which we owe into our Wauem Chiſt, 
And by theſe meancs this that was incredible by nature, 
commrth credible by faith : thereſoze we that beleene not 
after the ficſh that Chꝛiſt is bo:ne of a virgme, vet when 
there is added vnto it, that this was doone 
by operation of the holy Ghoſt : then truely we agr& vnto 
it, and faithfully belerue it. So likewiſe when it is ſide 
— —— — as wer are ficth 
oncly we belcue it not, but when it is affirmed that this 
was done by the power of the duune nature which in him 
was, then without any doubting we belecue it. In the ſame 
manner when it ſhall be tolde vs that ſuch a mightie King 
was kilde by a po:e, ſimple , and a weake Frtar, tueu in 
the midorſt of his arnne, and emuroned with his Guards 
and Souldiers, to our naturall reaſon and fleſiiv capacitie 
it will ſeme wirr edible, vet conſidering on the other ide 
the great andgrienous ſamies of this Bing, and the ſpectall 
pzoutdence. of the almightie herein, and by what accuſto- 
med and wonderfull meanes he hath accompliſhed hes moſt 
tuſk will and iudgement againſt dun then moſt firmelp we 
will belceue it. Therefoze this great ; miraculovs wozke 
I map but onely aſcribe it vnto the particular pꝛouibence 
of God, nat as thoſe that referre all things anuſſe vnto 
ſome 0zdmarte cauſes, oꝛ unta foztme,,o2 ſuch like acciden- 
tarie euentes, but as thofe who ( moꝛe neere obſeruing and 
looking in the coarfe of the whole matter) caſely ſ@ that 
here in thes befell many things, which could in no wile haue 
beenc bꝛought to paſſe and mſpatched without the ſpectall” 
helpe of God. And truetp the (tate of Kings and 
and all other ſuch rare and weightie affaires ſhotnd not be 


thought to be gouerned of God raſhly and vnaduiſedly. In 


tue halv Scripture ſome are of this kind, and none of them 
can be referred vato any other thing,but vnto God the on- 
ly authoꝛ therof: pet there are none wherein the celeffiall 


operation moze appearcth _ in this whereof we 115 
3 at. 


5 $1xTvs: 


at this preſent. vac readin the firſt boke of the Pachab. 
the 6, chap. how Eleazar offered himſcife vnto a certaine 
death to kill the king that was an encinte and perſecutoꝛ 
of the people and childꝛen of God. Foz in the battell 


7 efpying an Cliphant mote excellent then any of the other 


beaſtes, whereupon it was like that the king was with 
a ſwift courſe caſting himſelfe in the middelt of the troupes 
of his enemies, here and there making a wap perfozce , 

came to the beaſt at laſt, and went vader her, and th2uſt 
his ſwoꝛd in her belly and ewe her , who falling with the 
great waight of her bodie p: eſt hun to death, and kilde 
hun out of hande. Dere in this we ſee ſome thinges not 
vnlike vnto ours, as much as toucheth the zeale, vali⸗ 
antneſſe ol munde, and the iſſue of the enterpꝛ ile , vet 
in the reſt there is no compariſon to bee made. Clea⸗ 
zarus was a Souldicr , exerciſed in weapons, and trai⸗ 
ned vp in warres, ſet in battell, embouldened with cou⸗ 
rage, and inflamed with rage and anger : this a Friar 
not in ured tothe fight, and ſo abhoꝛring of bloud by the 
oꝛder of his pꝛoſeſſion, that perhappes hee could not abide 
the cutting ol a vame. Me knew the kinde of his death, 
as alſo the place of his buriall , namely that he ſhould be 
intombed vnder the fall of the beaſt, and ſo buried in the 
middeſt of his triumph and vicozie . This man did 
lwke fo2 death onely, anderpected nothing but vnknows 
en and moſt cruell toꝛments, and did not doubt befoze, but 
that he ſhould lacke a graue to reſt within. But in this 
are yet many other thinges that can ſuffer no compariſon, 
Che famous hiſtozie of the holy woman Judith is ſuffi- 
ciently knowen, who toke counſell with her ſelfe , that 
he might deliuer her Citie and the people of God (no 
doubt by the inſpiration of the holy ghoſt) to murther 
Holophernes chice Captaine and Pꝛince of the enemies 
loꝛces, which ſhe alſo molt valiantly accompliſhed. Where 
m although appeare many and moſt manifeſt tokens of 
heauenly direction , pet farre greater argumentes of 
 Gads pzomdence , are to be lerne in the killing of this 
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. of Parts, farre 
moꝛe difficult and harder to be bzought to paſſe, then was 
the enterpꝛiſe of Judith , fo2 this holy woman diſclaſed part 
of her intention befa2e vnto the Goucrnours of the Citie, 
and went not without great commendation of young 
and olde, thꝛough the gates of Bethalia, and by the watch; 
in ſight and pꝛeſence of the Elders, and Pꝛinces of that 
place: and by that meanes was not ſubiea vnto their cxa ; 
mination and ſearching which is alwayes vſed ſo ftrictly in 

time of ſiedge and warre, that a flie can hardly without ex- 
amining get by. Ohe being come to the enemte, th2zough 
whoſe campe and watches ſhe was to goe, andnow olten⸗ 
tunes examined and ſearched, being a woman, carrying no 
letters noꝛ weapons about her, from whence any ſuſpition 
might grow, e peelding pꝛobable reaſons of her comming 
there, and abandoning ol her countrie, was eaſely diſchar⸗ 
ged. As alſo fo: the ſame cauſes, i ſoꝛ her ſexe and exquſite 
beautie being bꝛought befoze this lewd Pꝛinte whom luft, 
wine, god chere had rockt a ſlerpe, nught lightiy perfozm 
that which ſhe had determined beloꝛze. But this religious 


mam had vndertaken a matter of greater waight, and allo 


perloʒmde it, which was compaſſed with ſa many impedi⸗ 
—— t dangers, that it by no earthly means 
could haue berne bꝛought to paſſe without the manifeſt o2- 
dinante, ſpetiall apde ofthe almightie. Firſt letters of cõ⸗ 
mendation were to be pꝛocured ſtom the enemie, then was 
he conſtrained to goe thꝛough that gate of the Citie, which 
directly went to the enemtes campe, the which without 
doubt was ſo narrowlp kept and watched in the extremitie 
ol that ſiedge, that euery trifle bꝛed ſuſpition, 4 none were 
(uffred ta go fo2th without curious ſearching befoze; touch⸗ 


ing their letters, buſmes, and affatres they had. But he (a 
wonderfull thing) went by the watch vneramined, vea 


with letters of commendation vnto the enemte, which if 


they had berne intercepted by the Citizens, without delay £ 


further ſentence he ſhould haue beene executed pꝛeſently 4 


therkoze this is a manifeſt argument of Gods pꝛouidence. 
A 4 But. 
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garde of the Kings body, and finally, thꝛough the whole 


relled after the oꝛder of his pzofeſſion, which was ſo adions 


But this is a far greater nuracle, that he without ſear- 
ching went alſo thzough the ennemies campe , by dinerſe 
watches and ſentinelles, and, which moꝛe ts, thꝛough the 


army, which was compacted almoſt of none but Huge- 
notes and Heretickes, he being a religious man, and appa- 


vnto them, that they killed, oꝛ at leaſt greatly miſuſed al 


' thoſefriars, whome they formd in thoſe places, which not 


long befoze they had taken perfozce about Paris. Judith 
was a woman, and nothing odious, vet examined oſten⸗ 
times, ſhe carried not hing about her that might haue tur⸗ 
ned to her danger o2 deſtruction . This man, a friar , and 
therefoze hated, and molt ſuſpected, hauing alſo a knife p2e - 
pared fa that purpoſe,not put vp ina ſheath, (which might 
haue made his excuſation pzobable ) but bare and hidden in 
his ſierue, which il it had bene found about him, preſently 
All theſe are ſuch cleare arguments of the particular pzom- 
dente of God, that they cannot be denied 02 diſp2\oued : and 


it coulde not be otherwiſe, but that God blinded the cles of 


the ennemics., ſo that they could not ſe noꝛ knowe him. 
Foz as we haue ſaid befoze, although ſome abſurdly afcribe 
this vnto foztune, oʒ vnto ſome other ſuch like accident;yet 
wee thinke god to referre all this to none ciſe, but vnto the 


holy will and oꝛdinante of God. And trucly J coulde not 


beleeue this to haue bene done otherwiſe, vnleſſe J ſhoulde 
captme and ſubmit my vnderſtanding vnder the obedience 


tie) and tuſtly puniſh the hainous and notozions ſinnes of 


that king, and take him awap ont of this woꝛlde by ſuch 


an vnhappie and infamous death. And we truely (not 


without great inward griefe)bane oftentimes fo:ctold,that 


as he was the laſt of his name and familic , ſo was he like 
„ eee eee 


of Ctxiſt his doctrine, who had determined by theſe mira⸗ 
culous meanes toounlet and deliuer the city of Paris which 
as we haue heard hath beene in great daunger and ertremi⸗ 
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life . Which, that J haue oftentimes ſaid it, not onely the 
Cardinalles loioſa, Lenocurtius, and he of Paris, but al- 
ſo the Ozatour at that time here reſident , can ſufficientlie 
witneſſe and teſtifie. We will not ſceme to call here to al⸗ 
firme our woꝛdes, foꝛ thoſe that are already deteaſſed, but 
the liuung, and ſome of them at this time pꝛeſent do vet wel 
remember them: vet notwithſtanding we will not vnrippe 
all that we are able and foꝛced to ſpeake againſt this vnfoꝛ⸗ 
tunate king, fo2 the moſt noble realme ol Fraunce it ſake , 
which we ſhall pꝛoſecute and foſter hereaſter, as wer haue 
done alwaves befo2e with all fatherly loue honour, and al⸗ 
ſection, This thcrefo2e which we with arieke haue ſpoken 
touchcth onely the kinges perſon, whoſe vnhappte and 
vnluckie ende depꝛiueth and exempteth him alſo of thoſe du⸗ 
ties and honours which this holte ſea the tender and gentle 
mother of all faithfull, but chicfly of chꝛiſtian Punces) is 

wont to offer vnto all Uinges and Emper ours, which wee 
moſt willingly would like wile haue beſtowed vpon him, il 
the holy ſcriptures in this caſe had not altogether foꝛbidden 
it. There is, ſaith S. John, a ſin vnto death; J ſap not that 
any ſhould pꝛap fo2 it, which map be vnderſt ode, both of 
the ſin it ſelle, as if he ſhoulde ſap, fo2 that ſin oꝛ fo2 the re⸗ 
miſſion oꝛ foꝛgiuenes therof, J will that none ſhould p2ay, 
becauſe it is not pardonable. Oꝛ elſe in the ſame ſenſe, loꝛ 
that man who committeth ſuch a fin vnto death, J ſay not 
that any ſhould pꝛav fo2 , Whereof our Sauiour himſelfe 
hath ſpoken in S. Mathew, ſaying, that he that ſumeth a- 
gainſt the holie Ghoſt, ſhal not be pardoned, neither in this 
woꝛlde, noꝛ in the woꝛld to come. Where he ſetteth downe 
th: ſoꝛts oꝛ kindes of ſinne, to wit, againſt the Father, the 
Don, and the holy Ghoſt , and that the two firſt are leſſe 
hainous, and pardonable , "but that the third is altogether 
unpardonable, and not to be remitted . Al which difference 
pꝛocerdeth from the deftinction of the attributes, as the di⸗ 
- uines teach vs, which ſcuerally are appꝛopꝛiated onto euery 
ſeuerall perſon of the holy Trinitie . And although as the 


eee eee "x ſa alſo is their po⸗ 
5 wer, 


i 


wer, wiſe dome and godnes,as we haue learned in he ſym⸗ 


bole of Athanaſius, where he ſaith, almighty is the father, 
abnighty is the Sonne, and almighty is the holy Ghoſt : 


pet by attribution, power is aſcribed vnto the Father, 


wiſcdome vnto the Donne, and loue vnto the holle Ghoſt, 
whereof cuery ſeuerall as they arc tearmed attributes, ſo 
are thev ſo pꝛoper vnt 5 caery ſcuerall perion, that they! can 
not be attributed and reſerred vnto any other. By the con⸗ 
traries of which attributes, we come to diſcerne the diſtinc⸗ 
tion and greatnes of ſinne. The contrary to power, which 
is onelp attributed vnto the Father, js weakneg, and theres 


ſoꝛe that which we doe amiſſe, though infirnuty of nature, 


is ſaid to be conmit ted againſt the Father. The oppeſite 
unto wiſcdome, is ignoꝛance and blindnee, thꝛough which, 

when any man umeth, is ſaid to ſ:nnc againſt the Sonne, 
therefoꝛe that which we commit th;ough naturall infirmti- 
ty and ignoꝛance, is moꝛe eaſter foꝛginen vs. The thirde 
attribute, which is the holy Ohoſtes, is loue, + hath foꝛ his 
contrary ingratitude, and vithankefiines, a vice moſt de⸗ 
teſtable and odious, which cauſcth men not to acknowletae 
the lone of God, and his benefites beſtowed vpon them, but 
to loꝛget, deſpiſe, yea and to hate them, Whereeut bꝛioflie, 
and finally pꝛoceedeth, that they become altogether obſti⸗ 
nate and impenitent. And this way ſinne ts commntted a⸗ 
gainſt God with greater danger and perill, then il it were 
done thꝛough ignoꝛante and weaneneſſe of the fleſh , and 
therfoze it is termed, a ſin againſt the holy Chaſt. And be⸗ 
cauſe ſich ſumes are ſeldome and difficultly pardoned, and 
not without great aboundance ol grace, in ſome ſoꝛte they 


are ſaid to bre bnpardonable ; whereas altogether though 


varepentance only, they become famply vnpardonable. Foz 
whatſoeucr.is done anuſſe in this lile:although it be againſt 
p holy ghoſt, by repentance it map be wtpt ont + defaced be⸗ 
loꝛe death, but they that perſcuere therin til death, are exclu⸗ 
ded from all grace 4 mcrephereafter, And therefoze fo2 ſuch 
ſinners and ſumes the apoſtie hath foꝛbidden to pꝛap after 
their deceale, Now therefoze becauſe wee underſtand,not 


without 
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. ANTISIXTVS. It 
without our great griefe, that the ſaide king is departed 
out of this woꝛlde, withoutrepentance and impenitent , in 
the company, to wit, of heretickes, ( fo2 all his army was 
made almoſt of none other but of ſuch men) and that by his 
laſt wil he hath commended and comnutted his crowne and 


kingdome to the ſucceſſion of Nauarre , long ſince declared 


an hereticke, and ercommunmicated, as alſo in his ertremi- = 
ty, and nowe ready to veelde vp his ghoſt , deſired of hun, 
and ſuch like as he was there ſtanding by, that they would 
reuenge his death vppon thoſe whome hee iudged to be the 
cauſe thereof. Fo2 theſe and ſuch like moſt manifeſt tokens 

of vnrepentance, we haue decreednot to ſolenmize his death 
with funcralles, not that we would ſerme to coniecture by 


theſe any thing concerning the ſecrete iudgementes of God 


againſt him oꝛ his mercies, who could acco2ding vnto bis 
god pleaſure in the departing ol his ſoule ſrom the body cd⸗ 
uert and turne his heart, and deale wythhim mercifully x 
but this we haue ſpoken , being thereunto moucd by theſe 
externall ſignes and tokens , God grant thereloꝛe that all, 
being admoniſhed and warned by this fearcfull example of 
heauenly iuſtice, may repent and amende, and that it may 
further pleaſe him to continue and accomplith that which 
he hath mercifully begtame in vs, as we do pat our truſt in 
him, to the end we map giue euerlaſting thanks to hun, to 
haue dceliucred his church from ſuch great + imminent dan- 
gers. Wherof when his holines had ſpoken, he bꝛake vp the 
Conſiſtoꝛie, x hauing giuen his bleſſuig, let them al depart, 
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He ages paſt haue ſeene many that vrnaturally haue 

rebelled ag ainſt their country, and with violece defiled 
their hands with the blod of their pꝛinces and parents: but 
none pet that euer app2oued 02 commended the facte ,/ But 
nowe of late, and in our dapes a nofkozious qmurtherer is 
come ſoꝛth, the B. of Rome knoweth the cruell and bloody 
crime, and repꝛwueth not the oſſendoꝛ, but prapſeth hum. 
This thercfoze is falſe, Sixtus, although it bee an olve 
BB 2 ſaping, 


— —— — 


= ANTISIZITYS: 


ſaying, that villanie and milchiefe is moze eaſier committed 
then ercuſed: whether J compare thee with Papintan , oz 
rather with Caracalla , both notable ty2antes , pet it will 
holde in none of them both TU right then may J ſaye 
with ther, act wm e/t opus in arebus noitris, there is wꝛoght 
a wozke in our dayes, to the eye and care melt deteſtable 
and græuous, and ho:rible to be remembꝛed and ſpoken of, 
The greateſt and mighticſt king ol Europe lieth ouerthꝛo⸗ 
wen and flaine by the treacherous [raute of a friar. But 
doſt thou tearme this a woꝛke onclp 2 Nay, rather thou 
ſhouldeſt haue called it a moſt hainous, crecrable, andcru- 
ell au: and thereloꝛe the moze hatnous, that not one of the 
common people, but thou the ruler of ch2iſtendome, Chꝛiſt 
his vicar, the gate cf heauen, haſt bene the aduocate, defen- 
der, and commendcr of this great offence. Truely, who 
can ſuffer the hands of pzieſts , which by their laws ſhould 
be harneleſſe, and vndefiled of all chꝛiſten blod, although 
moſt guilty, to be embꝛued and ſtayned wyth the blod ol a 
punce: Who ſhould not curſe and deteſt the blody butchar 
ol the father of his country: Haue not the incenſed and an⸗ 
grie people, reaſon then to crie, toꝛture, toꝛture, and all 
things elſe where with ſuch cruell monſters are to ber piuu⸗ 
{hed 2 Pet this is but ſmall, Sixtus, and that which thou 
thinkeſt to be the greateſt part of this villanous ace, is the 
leaſt. Thou wyth it onely art to be charged, becauſe thon 
alone art lounde that comme ndeſt pꝛune miu therers, and 
pꝛaiſeſt manſlaughter, and not onelv gineſt licence, withort 
puniſhment to deftrop,not a citizen, but a magiſtrate, not a 
magiſtrate, but a king, but dæſt alſo moſt impudently de⸗ 
lend the deed, and tracheſt this to be the readieſt and ſperdi⸗ 
eſt way to heauen, with poiſon, ſwoꝛd, fraude and treaſon 
tokillKings, that are the mateſtie of maukinde, the true 
patterne of Ceieſtiall power, and the liuelle Images 
of the King ol Kings. And this is it, J thinke , © «9d 
vix Credat qarifſgnam cum nur rabitur, That nane will be⸗ 
lerue it, though it ſhall be tolde them, becauſe the like was 
neuer heard amongeſt the Turkes. And the Tartarians, 
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and barbarous nations when they come to heare it, wil fo: 
the ſtraungenes thereof, pꝛeſently ſhake and tremble. Js 
not this then great, cruell and execroble, great trnelye it 
thould be, if yet greater did not follew aſter, Why doelk 
thou qua ko D1xtus, can there be ſaide any thing moze hay⸗ 
nouſer : x truly, we are fallen in thoſe dates, m the which 
the aboundance of wickedneſſe, malicth vs deſtitute of 
woꝛdes, and in the which it is ſcarſe counted treſpas, which 
in times paſt hat berne moſt iuſtly executed as hie treaſon. 
So it is J ſay that the deſtinies of our age haue brought 
forth a villanous deede, not the like redde oꝛ hearde beſoze. 
No time euer hath ſcene a king Caine by like treaſon, pet 
in the murther is ſomething that will rather krette thee, 
then make thee to maruaile, Why fhould not the caſuall 
hande of this inraged murtherer accompliſh the like, that 
the pꝛemeditated and fozecaſt counſel of the traftour hath 
perfouned 2 There haue beene ſome whom the wild boare 
hath ſlame, ſome whom the ſtagge being intangled in the 
nettes, ſome died by the vnſkilfull cutting ol a vame, ſome 
with the ſtroke of a hoꝛſe herle, and finallp if we loke nar- 
rowly vnto it, we ſhall finde almoſt ſo many kindes and 
ſumdꝛp deaths of kinges, as there haue beene pꝛintes. And 
therfoze, J tremble not fo much at the ſtrangenes of this 
as at the example thereof. J will not ſap, that thou the fa- 
ther of kinges in Chꝛiſt, {fo2 ſo thou loueſt to be tearmed) 
haſt beene gricued, mourned, wept, and called vpon God, 
the ſtrong reuenger of all iniquity, fo2 this moſte heaup 
chaumte, and miſtoꝛtune of thy firſt begotten ſonne, but (ſet- 
ting aſide all piety and naturall affectfon) to haue vnder⸗ 
taken voluntarily and without compulſion the defence of 
the murtherer, maintayned with thy authoꝛity, argu⸗ 
ments, and lawes, the nocent innocency, of this acturſed 
cut⸗thꝛoate, and in remembꝛante of thy ſonne, to haue moſk 
cruellp inneighed againſt his dead body, and this it is, Six⸗ 
tus, which J cannot heare, reade , oz remember, with a 
quiet and vntroubled minde, Good God, J 2 in one 
crime, two offences, two hatnous murtherers, him _ 
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who moſt treacherolic hath aſſaulted his naturall Pzince, 
then him who reuengeth not the deſtrover of his ſonne, but 


ercuſeth him, and is nat contended to excuſe him, but de⸗ 


fendeth him, and doth not onely defende him, but praiſeth 
hum, yea by a moſt exquiſite and ſingular compariſon, ca- 
nomzeth him amongſt his Saintes of Þcauen . Auoid, 
auoide therefoze hence, allnaturall affection , Sixtus hath 
baniſhed thes out of the Romaine Empire. As long as hee 
raigneth goe viſite the Tartarians and Muſkouites, and 
other moze barbar ous nations if there be anv, here are 
none that will intertaine the, no not receaue ther without 
thy perill. But O pee Frenchmen, it were not manful- 
ly done to leaue vnreuenged the death of your moſt Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian King, who will ſuffer them to triumphe with pꝛoude 
ozations, ouer the treacherous murthering of vour pꝛince⸗ 
Let me bee nothing eſteemed off, if F reuenge it not, and 
requite this vnto thee, Sixtus, giue care onely vnto mee, 


and that our poſterity map know thee , and thy vile and 
bloudy excutioner, and al thoſe that were of this conſpiracy 


firſt hear in ſhoꝛt and true woꝛds the chaunce of this migh⸗ 
ty Potentate, that by the greatnes ol the mixther, all our 
ſucceſſion may iudge him guiltie hereof, that did defend it. 
The Hiſtoꝛiographers haue wꝛitten diuers cauſes of 
the oꝛiginall of the ctuill wars, in the time of Charles the 


ninth, accozyng as they were ledde with loue , and hate 


which they did beare vato the Potentates, and Nobihty of 
Framunce, pet it is knowen to euery man, that after the 


departure of Henrie the thirdeinto Poloma, the houſe of 


Guile chtefely the two bzethzen Frauncis and Charles, 
Cardinalls, thꝛough a deſire of raigning, haue cozruptcd 
firſt their owne, and then all the comnſell of the Kealme. 
Fo: Empires firſt of all muſt be troubled, andſhaken be⸗ 
foze they can bee querth2zowne and ſubuerted . And from 
thence all theſe ciuill warres haue taken their begin⸗ 
ning. At that pꝛeſent the Kinges houſe , was pet mighty 
and ftrong, with diucrs bzethzen and kinſemen: vnto 
whome the Crowne without contradicttion after the de⸗ 


C. caſe ol the King bplongeth , And vnleſſe they were all 


diſpat⸗ 
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diſpatched, the Gailes knew verie wel that their hope was 


but vaine . Amongſt the Kinges kindꝛed, Lodowick pꝛinte 
of Gonty was melt feared, as one indewed with ſingular 
graces, and alone ſuittcicnt to ſuſtame all their attemptes, 
and to bꝛeake and bꝛuig to naught all their deſperate en⸗ 

terpꝛiſes. NAho whether he now long ſince hath leſte this 
woꝛlde, to the gwd oꝛ bad foꝛtune of this Realme, thꝛough 
the popes authozity, and ancient Romane religion, hauing 


lollowed as they ſay the better, foꝛ at that time there was 


a great talke cuer all cqꝛiſtendome, of a refo2mation of all 
hereticall erroꝛs and opinions I know not. But firlt they 
ſct vpon hun accuſnig him of hereſie, and coꝛtupting of re: 
ugion, which then was a diſficult and hamous crime , ha⸗ 
uung bun firſt ſued in law, as an enemy of the apoſtolike 
Sea, pꝛeſentlo aſter perſecuted him with ſwoꝛd and flre. He 
onthe other ſide not deſpꝛouided x deſtitute of coꝛage, frends 
and helpe,(the new religion now being ipꝛed in al citties of 
France, and euerie dap the number ol his increaſing, being 
like wiſe aided by the counſell of the chieſeſt and beſt of the 
Realme, who deteſted and hated the Guiſes great ambitid, 
and ſuſpected their power) did valiantly withſtand them. 
And here out is firſt come the vnhappy diſtinction of the 
names of Catholiks and pꝛoteſtants, and the deadly 4 moꝛz⸗ 


tall diuiſion of this Realme, which I frare me, can neuer 


be agrede againe, vnleſle by a long peace, and great loue, 
all canſes of ambition, hee rrmoued and quite taken away: 
bꝛoils now being raiſed enerp wher, which the might haue 
been eaſely rep2efed, vnlcs the fatal deſtinies of France had 


letted it, the Euiſes pꝛoclaime open war apainſt p pꝛince of 
Conde and al heretikes, and eaſelp perſwaded ther vnto the 


king himſelle, and his mother, a very deſperat and an auda⸗ 
cious woman. And now ing that they could bꝛing his P. 
to conſent vnto al wherermto the thought god themſclues, - 
fo2 the ſmall crperience which he dad, cauſed pꝛeſently all 
thoſe whom they thought were aduerlaries vito their ſub⸗ 
til dealings, partly thꝛough ſeare and accuſation of the like 
ee eee, Wr 
4 . 


uch like nouelties. Call moꝛeouer Philip King of Spaine, 
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to ſtirre vp the reſt to tiuill iarres with a hope of ſpotle and 


and thy pꝛedeceſſoꝛ Sixtus, vnto their apde. Pꝛomiſe 


vnto the king then occupied in the Lowe Countries, that 
France ſhould nothing hinder oꝛ moleft him : and vnto ſe 


Biſhop of Rome an cuerlaſtingwarre againſt the enemies 


peace and quietneſſe, but it being once troubled and with 
ſeditions, diſquieted, ſhould make it eaſie, and this their 


thought was not amiſſe. Fo2 the Pꝛinces of the Ropall 


bloud being all diſpatched, the ſtrongeſt and mightieſt of 
whom, was now aſſanlted with open warre, they hoped 
that the reſt ſhould eyther dic in warre oꝛ fo2 the affutie 


which they had with the Pꝛince of Conde in hope of the 
Crone, would ſone depart from the Court, and finally 


that then, Charles and his bꝛethꝛen but childꝛen, might be 
without labour conuayed away and murthered. And to 
that effect they began warre, and with theſe toꝛches haue 


kindled firſt the fire of ciuull diſcoꝛde in France: but the laſt 


deſtinies and extreme calamities of the Realme were not 
pet come, fo2 as in our bodies a dangerous diſeaſe is often- 
times long felt befoꝛe, and with diucrs paines and grieues 
the fo2ces thereof are aſſaulted and wearted befoꝛe they are 
bꝛoken and ouercome: euen ſo the like befalleth with Em⸗ 


pires and kingdomes. But both the bꝛethꝛen departed flrſt 


out of this woꝛld befoze they could accompliſh and make 


anend of their long pzactiſed enterpꝛiſes. Francis died at 
the ſiedge of Oꝛleans, at the thꝛeeſcoꝛe and thzee' peares of 


bis age, hauing left behind him thꝛer ſonnes, Henry Duke 
of Guile, Charles Duke de Mayne, and Lodowck a Car- 


dinall not vet come out of their childhods, But in whom 


as there appeared ſparkes of domeſticall pꝛoweſſe, ſo in 
them ſeemed to be no feare of vice. Unto whom he left not 
onely god ſtoze of treaſure, and great renenewes , but alſo 


e Empire, bus danmable pꝛadtiles, and 


ſparkles 


of the holy Sea. Fo2 they perſwaded vnto theniſelues that 
their intent could neuer, oꝛ hardly at the leaſt be bꝛought 
to paſſe, as long as the common wealth flouriſhed with 
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ſparkles a cuil warre. But in the meane while the king 

t his bꝛeten grew in age, beſoꝛe the Lions whelpes were 
capable of their ſathers fer ocitie, and ſo France turning her 
foʒmer mind, began to wozthip,hono2, x obap her P2inces, 


now tome to fult age and full of courage 4 magnanimitie, 


whom the neuer befoze had ſerne but childꝛen. But chicfiy 
reſpected Henry, whom comlincs of bodp, perfect age, vas 
ture in armesconnnended x adnancedto the gouernment of 
outlandiſh Nations, And thus by little and litie their vaing 
ambition hath berne repꝛeſſed, but in trac of time other oc- 
caſions of euill were pꝛeſented. Charles dieth, whether by 
deſtime oꝛ poyſon it is vncertaine. And J haue no leaſure at 
large to diſcourſe vpon this point, to rehearſe from the be- 
gimingthis tragidie:but vet this is moſt true, a litle-befoze 
his departure out of this woꝛlde, ſeeing his eſtate greatiy 
weakned by the tediouſnes of war t cruel murthers ⁊ maſ- 
acres euery day cũnitted vpon his ſubieds, x the treaſure 
of this Keamle conſumed x ſpent , Italy + Spain laughing 


àt it, muaighed with ſharpe + thꝛeatning woꝛds againffk the 


authoꝛs hcreof, and this was peraduenture the occaſion of 
his vntimely death. Henry the third ſucceeded him, whom 
whether Polonia hath ſuffred with greater griefe to depart 
from thence, oꝛ France receined him with moꝛe top it is 
doubtfull. Be warned by his bꝛothers example, as ſwne as 
he had ſet x eſtabliſhed the affaires of his realme in god oꝛ⸗ 
der, gaue his mind wholly to the ſtudie of peace , knowing 
very well that ciuill bꝛoyles are alwaies god fo2 them that 
affect crownes and kingdoms, but naught to them ÿ raigne 
t weare the. rom hence is come the firlt oꝛiginall of this 
anilchtet,fo2 thou t thine Sirtus would neuer commend the 
kings moſt wholſom counſell, thy dzifts tending to nothing 
cls but by ſwoꝛd x fire ts confirme thine own ſanegard, litie 
regarding by what law oꝛ with what condition one rained 
ſoy thoſe periſhed together with their crowns whom thou 
didſt hate a couldſt not abide. And ſo by litle + litle the reme- 


_ b2ance of fo many victoꝛies, and ſo many bloud-ſheds, com- 


mitted fo2 the Sea of Romes ſake , grew ſtale, x penny 
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ted by the ſeditious fermons of Friars, not delaying onto Þ 
moſt godly vow of their Pꝛince, but uncaing it. Andſo it: © 
was caſie to make arentnic foꝛ nuſchiefe to follow: The 
Duke of Guſe in p meane tune with his two b:eth2rn in⸗ 
creaſed in age power and fauo2 by the Tatholikes, as their 
father was betoze , + at the firſt cõmended thiſclucs ſmd21c 
wapes unto them, and having po oſpered teaſonably vnder 
Henry being not vet ceme to y crowne, ſaluted courteouſly 
cuery one that met the, altheugh one of Þ ſunpleſt amongſt 
the camon people, ſpake to them, 4 left nothing vndone to 
ſtcale away the hearts of the commontie, all true ſignes + 
tokens of an ambitiotis mind pꝛactiſing + attempting ſome 
nouelties. Spꝛead ab2oad falfe repozts.to ravſe pꝛmte grud⸗ 
ges x diſpleaſures amongſt the Nobtiitic:and finally Fran- 
cas the kings pounacft bꝛother being now departed out sf 
this life either by ſicknes oꝛ fraud, iette d ta + fro though all 
cities beraied pet with tho dloud of thoſe of the reloꝛmed re- 
ugion, fearuig foꝛ their maſſacres a miſt rearnge.. Lamcu⸗ 
ted the comon miſerie, vnleſſe there thouid be loked vnto 
in ume, atfirmed that after the death of the knig (which tw 
true they ſayde ſhould be ere lang) they all ſhould become 
ſubie ats agame of an Heretike, + endure all bondage, miſe⸗ 
te, 3 flauery whatſocuer. Bt that they ond diſplay their 
power againſt it, the pꝛomiſed and ready ſuccoꝛ of Spaine 
Italy, to defend x pꝛotect by it their libertiee, and the Cas 
thoitec religton: theſe things are knowen vnto cucry man, 
the king himſelf hath bin aduertiſed of the by diuers ſpycs 
\aice the peare 77. 4 vet foꝛ lat ke ofpuniſiment., as it is of- 
ten ſerne, grew maruellous ſtrong. Let therefore the poſte⸗ 
ritie iudge whether this is come to paſſe thꝛough to great 
a clemency, 62 by ſome fatall negligence of all French men. 
In the pere 15 85. lanus temple being thut vp in France, 
d a happy peace flouriſhing in all the rcalme, no external 02 
domeſticall enemy once knowne, the Duke of Guiſe with⸗ 
all the honſe of Loꝛraine hauing conſpired together, take 
the weapons in hande, the only cauſe Wert was a trowne, 
their 
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their cloake and pꝛobable octaſion, pietie q religion, a care 
fo: the realnic, now ill gouerned, a pitte to ſ& the common; 
tie with cxa&zans pould and appꝛeſſed, and an intent to rey 
duce all things in good 02der , They hauing put this vizard 
vpon their rebeilion, by their firſt wꝛitinges publiſhed in 
they: names, complayned of the publicke calainities, of 
the weakeneſſe of the kings friendes, of the Nealmes trea- 
ſure waſted and ſpent, notwithſtanding the daply increa- 
ſes of tallages and tributes, and that the people were al⸗ 
together vnable longer to endure this beatue hurthen. 
Beſideg nothing, Something by the way as concerning 
religion and Lyretikes. Foz vndoubtly they would not 
that ſo many ennemies ſhould be rayſed vp at once, think- 
ing that the king had dꝛawen hatred and enuie enough vp- 
pon his head by the gouernement ai his realne , and that 


_ therefoze they had ſufficient matter and gceaſton of warre. 


At is moſt eutdent truly th2ough the pꝛiuate grudge. which 
they did begre vnto their king a the Dutze Elperngn, that 
ſome ſmall and caſuall trilles of anger haue herne the fix 
cauſe of theſe laſt troubles . In reuenge whereof ſo mane 
dead bodyes, ſo many murthers , and finally the death-of, 
the king hunſelfe, and tie tune of the whole hq es 

TR 


wed the oꝛder of making the accounts of the Realme, as al- 
ſo by thee Sixtug, that loked foz ng beneũte to (all, vnta 
thy ſhare by this warres, huſ by the u r thꝛowe gt tho 
Herctikes, they chaunge their Enlignos, and pꝛadapmie 
open warre againſt thoſe of: the reſozmed Religion. 

Htercuppon pꝛeſentiy the Pope ſent his thymderboltes, 
whereby he excluded the Bing ol Nauarte (at this p2e» 


(ent ruling in Fraunee) and the Pzingy.@ Condo, un- 
beard; iuiacent, and thunung nothing. ſuch, from big: 


i but hereby map eaſely appeare, that 
od qu n 0 | 
ludge ment of the cauſe. hey nowe hatung turned their 


bong, ſpaßte nothing moe of the, king , oz bis gouernement 
but anlp in his ſungulalt comondation, Exxallepthe poſe of 
os C 2 | 
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his age, admoriſhed him of his fonner valet and pꝛoburtle, 
and with erquiſite woꝛdes ſhewed that the memoꝛie of fo 
many vicoues, where with he had fo oftentimes repꝛelſed F 
abated the courage of the Heretiks, was pet recont # freſh. 
That his time of reft was not pet come, and that vnto ſuch 
a valiaunt and ſtrong Pꝛince the vic oꝛv of the battaile, and 
the laughter of a whole nation belonged. c heꝛcouct, they 
[ide before his eies his oꝛbitie and want of childꝛtn g and 
their miſeries wherin they were like to fall, if after the de⸗ 
ſeaſe ot ſuch a moſt-Chultfait king with diſſembling vue 
they ſaide that they greatih ſeared) they thauld be foꝛced to 
ſubmitt themſelues vnder the pake and bordage of am here⸗ 
ticke. Finally deſired his Matech, that it wonnde pleaſe 
him, to appoint Charles 6f Boꝛbon Cardinal, being weak⸗ 
ned with age end lichen, hatre vnto the Crown reiecting 

Nanarre: And bꝛeaking the alltance and treaty of peace, 
with tie hertticks; ſhould take armes againſt them: which 
he liked 1 wold perloꝛm, the netier would reſuiſe any due 
obediente vnto hum their la tofu pꝛince . Dhowed (beſides 
that hep had their ſwo2des ready, and ſuffitient wealth and 
ade wherewith ey might not onely reuenge themfclue® 
. — , but aſo vpon their faudtners Tho 
eof Ciſe hain ſpoken us; ndf farrping'tf the king 
would ir ther deftrFiine Heromport Hitting gathered totes 
ſoꝛ to affault thoſe ofthe refo ned kelgion, wide themin⸗ 
der de to march agAlf the Hing hrielle, difpolft ed hum 
partly by ſoꝛte and pattly by pollley, krõ fuch Cutties as he 
could, where the name of L ither oz Caluin had neuer ben 
hearde, robbed their treaſttre unpoſtd new tributes vpon 
them, and finalty where no ennemp Was, exertiſed all ho- 
autem erticinelle. The king 4 the meane time delti⸗ 
tute ot courage and god couneel rather then el forte diſtru⸗ 
ſted h{tnſelfe, fo: des compttd friends told him Wonders of 
the Ginles power: and amy and feated hun thatWthe ca⸗ 
thouſtes ſhordd but onre hears the name ofVicteticks, they 
wonld pꝛeſently alt retire, and goe batke froin him! That 
be ſhould linger thereſoze a while, vntil he had — 

c 
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tqunſell of his ncreſt criendea, who with all ſperde if nerde 
required would ſonc pꝛoulde all neceſſaries ſoꝛ the warte: 
aud ouercom by the coulcilok his mother, who alwues had 
faucured the contrarie ſide, and ſraighted by the Jeſuites 
vane wpcrthitions was not bꝛought but dꝛawen therevn- 
to. And la the articles of peace were agreed vpon, and con- 
cluded betwernc lum and the duke ol Gyvſe, and warre in⸗ 
1 ended againſt thoſe of the refazmed religion, vnto whon? 
p generall pzoclanation was commaumded to departe at 
th appointed tyine out of the realme, otherwiſe to ſkandto 
the. aguenture awd h3zard of their ues. 
Abaut the end af the ſame peare great ſoꝛtes were ray: 
15 vp And enrolled, the duke de Maine was oꝛdained chiefe 
guci them, and beingſent into Gupan oꝛ Aquitane, retur- 
ned next peaͤre againe wpth little god ſucceſſe, recalled, as 
they lay, by his lꝛother, who impatient ol all delayes was 
Aird l with enup, anger, and ambition, crped, that 
meme Was not faꝛ tobe ſought fo2 , that hee was at 
hand, and ſtode beloꝛe the doꝛe, that the head ol a Pꝛince 
p grerued hun, and hund2ed his enterpꝛiſes, and finals 
2 tzat he anely was to be aſſaulted, omitting andleauing . 
the other. And ſo riſeth againe againſt the king; being oc⸗ 
cupied in ↄther warres: and that hee coulde not obtaine by 
firſt rebellian, by this he loꝛceth itt. Complaineth, that 
s hꝛather wasto2ſakenin Aquitane, fruſtrated, and de⸗ 
ſtitute of men, money, and numition: as allo that hee was 
not ſent ſoner againſt the enemie, befoze all the treaſure of 
thc reaune was ſpent koz to lacke nothing. That theſe were 
ſurc arguments , that the Catholikes were betrayed, that 
his Palcſtics mind wagcozrupted by ill counſell: and thoſe 
whone he ſhould loue and enibꝛace, that hee hated and del 
piled them, and that therclaꝛe it could not be but hee had in⸗ 
telligence with the. HBeretukes . And finally, i hee reiected 
and diſherited not the king of Mauarre, and the Pzince of 
Tondp, and openly would appoint and declare a ſurteſſoꝛ, 
that there was nothing remapning, that all gd and godlp - 
catholickes ſhould any longer coy their lines and ſafety 
3 nuts „ 
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vnto the protection ol a diſſembling Pꝛinte, who did u 
things wyth delay, and pꝛoelaimed warte wyth his tongris 


uour, to vndertake and enterpꝛiſe whatſoener 
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agaynſt them, and called toꝛ peace wpth his hearte. This 
was ſpꝛead abzoade , Soutdioursare taken vppe, and a⸗ 
gayne a newe contrade of Peace was to ber made foꝛ 2. 
greement, Che King at one tyme cumbꝛed wyth two t 
nemies, thought it noceſſarie, that wyth one of thein an 


appovntment was to be concliided, gane care agame vitq 


his mothers coimſell: and againe , by her meanes agreeds 
wyth the Gupſe. Hee demicth him | e, belitiercth vnt6 
him the demaunded Cities, andcommat newe fazces 
to be taken vppe, to unde Aquitanethe dwelling place of 
thoſe of the reſourmed Religion, and publiſheth aga 
newe and cruell Oꝛdinances and Statutes againſt them. 

The Guyſe nowe haning obtapned his purpoſe , aſ 
thinking that he was creptfarre enough in . 


and that the Pꝛince was b2onght into ſutfictert hatred, 
that all thinges were ſctte in a hurlie burlie, that the 
heartes of the Commimaltie were diſmaped, ard thatnoty 


but little hindered hym to come vnto his pꝛetence, 1 


fo2 a fitte oppoztunitie to bzing to paſſe his long 
praciſes'\? when Foꝛtime almoſt daſhed and thzetve h 
downe wmawares. Fo? repoꝛte was ſpꝛead, that a 
armte of high Germanes was come alreadp mtothe 

tiers ofthe Realme , to the ayde and aſſiſfance of theres 
loꝛmed Religion. And mozconer how the king of Nanarte 
having repulſed and dꝛiuen backe nine arnnes in the ſpars 
of two vearvs and ouerthꝛowne the Duke of Joicule, made 
haſte fo2 to goe miete the Germanes wyth his chrefeſt and 


choſen foꝛcts. UWhich repoꝛte müde the Duke, bis altes, 


aud corſpiratoꝛs not alittle amazed, fearm that the k 
now bettet avmfed , and hanyng gotten a fitte oppoztrr 


ty to reuenge hjanſelfe vppon their pꝛide and atr 
might turne both the armies vppon them, vnſufficicnt an 
altogether vnable to reſiſt and wythſtand ſo great a'pows 


er, as alſo that they might be diſcomfited before, ere euer 
they 
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they ſhoulde percepue it. And their leare was not vatne 
altogcther . Foz at the ſame tyme the Ling of Nauarre 
had ſcent his Ambaſladours vnto his Maieſtie, requeſting 
hym to vic his, andthe Gcrnaine foꝛces againſt the com- 
mon ennemic of the Realme. But herre it maufcſtly ap- 
peareth, that the ing was neuer moꝛe betraved then 
at that pꝛeſent. Here ſure tokens are to he fieng of his co2- 


rupted and didovall couuſell, which, if her had vſed the be- 


nefite of the tome, ſhould? hauc wythout ay daunger re⸗ 
couered altogether his fazmer libertte , reſtoꝛed his reaune 
to her fo:mer grace, and eſtabliſhed an cucrlaſting peace 
amongeſt his Subiectes , But G od had othcywile ap⸗ 
poputed it. 

The Duke of Gupſe at this tyme was fo2cedto reſt 
and paw a uhyle, but ſone after uicouraged agapne,by- 
the counlell of his eſpeciall friendes, wham be had alwayes 
about the kings perſon, and who were pꝛiuie vnto all ys 
ſccretes, ſctting aſide his fathcrs pactiſes., hadrecourſe 


vnto his "mothers poluctes... Hee wꝛiteth Letters vnto his 


Maicſtie, and wyth an humble &ple,mdenoureth top2oue 
his mind ta haur bin gentle and tractable alwayes , and ne⸗ 
uer repugnant vnto any contract ol peace. Further pꝛapeth 
huu to impute rather all things paſt vnto the deſlinies, then 
vnto the malice ol men, pꝛateſtiug alſo, that he, and his, 

were alwayes minded to heneur , avdc, and alliſte their 
Nꝛunce, whole death they feared thereloꝛr the moꝛe, becauſe 
his ſucceſſo: was vnknowne, and like to be farre inferiour 
vnto him, and if tley were reſolued of one doubt, that his 
Maieſty nerded not to daubt, but that all things then ſhould 
pꝛoſper and {uccced acco:ding vnto his owne wiſhing. Pꝛo⸗ 
miſeth hun alſo a ſtrong aide againſt the inuading and ap⸗ 
pꝛoching Germans, t with many wazbs declareth, that the 
ancient enumies ol the Realme were to be duuen out, who 
hering once put to flight, they were like to enioy an cter- 
nall and a iovfull pcace. This is eaſely perſwaded vnto the 
king, his greateſt friendes about him, and eſpecially his 


mother topping vp the wap alwayes vnto god counſell. 


And 


To that effec ſecret repoꝛtes were ſpꝛead abꝛoad, whereby 
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And by thefe means the king of Nauarre his attuct molt 
p2ofitable vnto the Realme, being reiected andneglected, an 


entrie was made againe vnto all decert and dilloyalty. The 


king alſembleth a great armie together, and with his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence doth incourage it, ſendeth the Duke ol Gupſe befoꝛe 
to ſtop the paſſage vnto the Germanes, and ik he coulde not 


bꝛing them to a battel, ſhound at the leaf weary them with 


contmuall i kirmiſhes and inuaſions. The king remained 
in the meane time about the riner of Lovꝛe. The German 
ſoꝛces marched fo: ward, and were come into the in warde 


parts of the Realme wytheut any reſiſtance, to the great 
tftare and terrour of all the tommtry. When the ſame foꝛ⸗ 
tune, which not long befoꝛe had almoſt oncrthzowen the 


Guyſe, pꝛeſenteth vnto him a farre bꝛauer occaſion tucke- 
lp to pꝛoctde in his enterpꝛiſe. Foꝛ the ennemy beryng 
bꝛought by ſome croſſe lucke betwerne the Loyꝛe and the 
Seine, and wearied wvth a long winter, continnall flouds 
and raines, want and diſtreſſe of al neceſſaries were foꝛced 
fo2 their better ſafette withorrt delay to go ouer the riuer to 
ioyne themſelues wyth the king of Nat. re his foꝛces. 
But the Duke of Guyſe pꝛruented and ſurpꝛiſtd them vp⸗ 
pon a ſodaine in the night, made a great flaughter amon- 
geſt them, and killed abort twelne hundꝛed ol them, taketh 
many, and putteth the reſt to flight : and if Bonſieur Cha⸗ 


| fillion had not bene there at that pꝛeſent, all this great 
army ſhoulde haue beene ſcattered and ouerthꝛowen in one 


night: vet not wythſtanding the weake remnaunt mar- 
ched fo: ward. And the King iealous of the victoꝛie, com- 
mitteth one parte of his foꝛces vnto Eſpernon to purſire 
the ennemp, and hymſelſe followed not farre behimde. But 
hauing vnderſtode the Germanes ſhameful yeelding , re- 
turneth againe to Paris. 

All ſtoꝛmes of feare now onerblotune and paſt, the duke 
of Gupſe unboldened wyth this vnloked fo2 and god ſuc⸗ 
ceſſe, thought god not to ſeeke hereby ſo much pꝛaiſe, as 
thereby to p2ocure all hatred and enuy vnto his Maieſtie. 


this 
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this new conquering Captaine was exalted and liſted vppe 
unto the ſkie. The Germaine ſpotles, to wit their hozſes, 

weapons, and all other array were ledde and carried in 
triumphe thꝛough the Citties, And when the people were 
flocked together in great troups, to ſe this new ſight. ther 
were alwates certaine detlaroꝛs and tellers of the battaile 
among them: The mimber of the dead perſons and en- 
ſignes,was augmented, the manner of the fight was made 
very difficult, bloudy, and dangerous fo2 ̊ conqueroꝛs:and 
moſt of this was fall, fo2 it is wel knowẽ that Þ companies 
of Collonel Donon now heauy with wine and fleepe, were 
ſurpꝛiſed and oppꝛeſſed, where they had no place to fight, oꝛ 
to eſcape. And that not one ol the duke ol Guyſes ſouldiers 
were found wanting. Beſides after the great ouerthꝛowe 
of ſo mighty an armp, that ſuch mall remnants haue been 
able to ouercome fomany diſtreſſes, and come in ſafety to 
their iournies erd:that it came not by any fault that might 
haue berne in the duke of Guife, but by the kings and the 
duke Eſpernons negligence and ſmall care, vnts whom be 
had left the chaſe ofthe weake remnand al pages and ſculli⸗ 
ons onely, haning atchiened himſelle all the difficulttes of 
the warre, and either ſlaine oz taten the choſen and valli⸗ 
ant Captaines and ſouldiers therof, And 
al this, that by their meanes they were al ſafelparriued td 
the king of R auarre, to depꝛiue the victoꝛie of her due ho- 
noꝛ and pꝛayſe, and to hinder there with the moꝛe the god 
commodities that might haue enſued herby vnto the whole 
realm, That they at the firft followed then loꝛ very ſhame, 


but ſo llackely, that they that were already vanquiſhed, 


might eaſely eſcape without running. And now when they 
ſawe, that the hurt, wearie, and ſicke men could not fly a- 
way oꝛ eſcape, who ſhould haue al beene put to the ſwond, 
oʒ at the leaſt umpꝛiſoned, by the lawes al armes and o2di- 
nances of the Realme, to haue giuen and graunted vnto 
them ( foz a cornterfaite peeing and/ſubmiſſion onely) 
their lifes , hoꝛſes, and furniture, therewith to inuade 
the Realme -»» ol W all 

eir 
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their gods By theſe demſes, hatered and enup, being 
p20curcd and p20uolted : the il aduiſed Pꝛince, but ta late, 


acknowledging his crrour, in vaine began to withe {02 this 
moſt fitte andneglectev oppoztunity of reuengement, pet 


beung come to Paris, ſpendeth the re of the winter in ge 
papꝛing and renewing ofhis fozces , publiſhing an er re 
dition againlt thoſe of the relounedreligion, which he b 

felfe pꝛepared the next Sommer following, cithcr by theſe 
meanes to dꝛawe againe unto him the heartes of the com 
monalty altogether affectionated vnder che coullour of 
religion vnto the Guyſe, 02 that hee had determined to doc 
it, impo2tumated thercunto by the Jeſuites contumall 
outcries, aſſuring hun daily of certaine arginnentes of 
Gods w2ath agauilt the Heretikes, and in bꝛiele a happpe 


end and iſſue of all his warres againſt them, 


In the pear eightie eight, which-was feared ſhould haue 
berne fatall vnto all the MAoꝛlde, the Ouiſe talicth new ad⸗ 
wr and couniſaile, howe to come to a happie end of his long 
continued hope, and to emop the ſruites thereof, Complat- 
neth that ſo oſtentunes cunll warres haue berne moued in 
vaine againſt the king of Nauarre,, whercol the iſſue was 


doubtſull, the p2ofite vncertaine , 02 to late at the leaſte, 


That hs Paieſtp-conld not bee decctued, but coulde be op- 
pꝛeſſed, and p one of two emieimies once being diſpatched, 

that with leſſe labour the other was to be ouerthꝛolun and 
vanquiſhed , That he had al thinges ready to ſuppllant 
the firſt, and then aſter warde would fall vppon hun wha 
was pet remayning . That it was to bee haſtened, and 


not to bee ſlepte vppon. Bogumeth wercloꝛe nolo na lefſe 
to hate and enup the Bing, then beſoꝛe he had done the He⸗ 


retickes, That Foꝛtune had offered hun this good ops 
poꝛtiunty, which if hee ſhouldce let it lippe by , hee might 
wiſhe afterward fo2 it, when it was paſt recouerv.Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer (the Germaines nowe repulſed) that nothing was 
remaining that might cauie hum to feare. That al hope 
ol out landiſhe aide and aſſiſtance was cut off vnto the 
RE — by whoſe laulte all Germanp and 

England 


„„ 


England diderie out, that ſo great an armp, ſo many 
Nobles, and ſuch number of vallaunt Captatncs awd 
ſonldiers were dilcomfited and laine, And that the king 
himſelfe was ſoꝛe wearted and bzoken with long during 
warres, and although Congucrour of many battailes, 
yet had loſt notwithſtanding all the chiefeſt of his ſouldi⸗ 


ers, and thoſe that were eſcaped, either foz want, and 


neede , 0? fo2 a deſire of quietneſſe , wiſhed onelp loꝛ 
peace. And that with them thereſoꝛe hee ſhoulde haue 
but litle to doe: hereupon thinking moſt expedient not to 
make any further delapes, ſuriouſiy taketh now the thirde 
time the weapons in hand: meſſage is bzought vnto bis M. 
and repoꝛts cucry where ſpꝛed abꝛoad, not as beſoꝛe, that 
Citties are ſurpꝛiſed, that the people riſe in armes, that 
muſters are taken, and ſuch like ſignes of miſchiefe pet far 
off, and to be pꝛeuented diuers waies, but that the Duke 
conmueth in perſon himſelfe, And no ſoner was it ſpoken, 
but he was ſerne in dende, arriueth in Paris very trouble ⸗ 
ſomely (where the king was at that time) where hee had 
laid long befoze ready and truſty ainbuſhes, partly fo2 the 
mutinous mindes of that common people, as alſo foz the 
great number of conſpiratoꝛs in that Cutty: as it is molk 


certaine that no where kinges and pꝛinces can be moze ea- = 


ſicr oppꝛeſſed then in their imperiall Citties. But the firſt 
night of his arriuall he was quiet, wearied (God hauing ſa 
diſpoſed it, fo2 the Pꝛince his ſafegard pet altogether vn⸗ 
pꝛouide d) that all thinges were not pet currant and rra⸗; 
dy. But next day moꝛning ſoundcth alarme, putteth the 
kings garriſons to the ſwoꝛd, and marcheth directly to the 
Louure his Maieſties pallace, with the mutinous & bloudy 
people to beſiege their ſwoꝛne Pꝛince. The king amaſed 
at this ſudain accident and vpꝛoꝛ, vnto whole honoꝛ it fwd. 


not to fly awap, not to his ſafety to expect his enemy w di ⸗ 


adtrantage in no indifferent place, vet w the loꝛd chicke Ju- 
ices ſouldiers, and with his gard of ' Switzers reſiſteth 
their alſalts fo a day 02 taine. But ſerirg yᷣ people to arm 
chemſelues againſt hun, Wr go backward w him 
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and no hope of any delpe oꝛ ſuc tour, eſcaped ſafely among 
the inraged clamours of the deſperate muttitude , crying 
nothing but ſwoꝛde and fire, and came to Lions. Z he wel- 
minded and affectionated ſubieas vnto their Bing, coulde 
not bꝛoke and bearc ſuch an outragious imury. Their 
hearts turned therſoꝛe vppon a ſuddaine, + the caſe now al- 
tcred, doe pitty their Pꝛince. The pillers of the Realne, 
the nobility, the comunons, and the better and founder 


part ol the cleargie came in poſte vato his Maieſty. They 


exclaume all againſt the houſe of Loꝛraines great preſump⸗ 


tion, and ſaid that puruthinent was to be done which ſhould 


equal,o2 rather exceede the greatnelle of the offence, They 
pꝛonuſe unto the kuig all aide and furtherance, if it woulde 
onely pleaſe hun guung ouer all other, yea rather the here: 
tikes themſclues who neuer dared the like) to ouergde this 
greefe. The kung ſubiect vnto his deſtiny, ſeemeth to beg 


touched with this readineſſe of his affectionated ſubieces, 
but vet is nothung moued with it, But thanketh eucry ons 


very ſoberip, as if he had had no ner de at all, aunſwereth 
qtietly vnto them, that hee wanted neither courage noz 


force to rcuenge his pꝛiuate iniuries, and that it was not 


nerdelull to ſuſtame two ciuill wars in one realme, where 
one ſufliced, 4was rather tw much. And her with ſent the al 
dome againe, intending agame reconciliation. Jf the poſte⸗ 
rity wil belcue one te lung the truth, let it without doubtuig 
belerue this with mer, that nothing moꝛe touched and mo⸗ 
ued the hearts of Frenchmen, then to ſ& their Kings great 
patiencv, not deſpiſing. but ſcarce appꝛoiung the moſt rea⸗ 
dy mindes of his ſubic ds, in the rcuengenie nt of the publike 
and common ſhame and diſhonoꝛ. Let the poſterity alſo v 


pon my woꝛd, boldly ſap that Querne Katherine his mo⸗ 


cher, was the only cauſe of his deadly ſound and wiſenſible- 
ncs,vuto whoſefatthſull helpe and aide, the Guyſe twke 
dis refuge, as ſome aa he perteaued that his matters wold 


not ſoꝛge, and that the commyg people were altered foz this: 


unumie done vnto the ing, and that the Hobihty, am 
tbe ch(cfeſt of bts begame to bee diſcomſoʒted, diſcquraged, 
| and 
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nue backe from him. Now ths: third tune Henry 


gineth place unto his mat hers aduice, am hearkeneth vnto 
her touniell: now this third time an agreement is conclu⸗ 


ded with great top cf nil the conſpiratoꝛs, who thought it 


to be no {mal fano2 thus eaſily ta haue eſcaped deſtrued pu 
niſhment ſoꝛ their mutinie and rebeluon. But the wiſe pet 
feared in generall that this wound could not be cloſed vp 
and healed without a ioileſc2rre remoyntag ,. o2 that hee 
who had ance p2eſtancd to beatc his ÞP:unce oat of his Ym- 
periall Citie, ſhould ot want audacitie ta attempt ſome 
further matter. all things now pacified , a Parleament is 
pꝛoclaimed and publiſhed , generally to determine vpon the 
common affatres of the lande, vpen an agreement of the 
adminiſtrarion of the Realme. foꝛ aſſurance offucceſſion of 
the Crowne: and finally that theſe ſmall tinnults iarres 
(fo2 fo the conſpiratoꝛs of the kings ouerthzow and ſwame 
bis bane termed it anely, ) might haue an end and ceaſe a- 
mong the Catholſkes, that a moꝛtall marre ſhould be in 


tended and conclided againſt the Heretikes, But the king 


and the Guiſe, had farre different and contrarie meanings: 
the Pꝛince his intent was , now hauing recouered agame 
his antho2itie,to betble the comMman encnae of France con: 
demned by full Parleament. But how difficult and hard 
this was to doc, and how full of trouble and dainger,, the; 
euent and iſſue thereof hath taught it vnto vs. The Guile 
on the otherſide to extlude the king of all gouernement 
by the authoꝛitie of the whale eſtate , that vinto him onely 
t Navarre and the reſt of. the bloud rovall ſupplanted) the 
Admunſtration of the whole Realme-mightbe conmutted, 
And lo farve he had abnoftbzonght it, none being come to 
this gencrail Connell; but thole that were of the conſpi- 
racie. 

And ſo the Parteament was kept at Vlora where the 
king ſhewedat targe in the fate of the full aMſitmbip ;' His 


-greataftenion towards the Catholtkes,bis benefits funtay 


tms moſt largely beſtowed vpon them, bow many victa⸗ 
rr 
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bad altogether difcomfited and prit them to flight, how ma⸗ 


ny thouſands of then he had ſent to Hell, being in manner 
but a childe: and now a man that he had no leſſe ſtomacke x 
courage then be had in his vonger age. And that he neuer 
was minded to friffer in his realm any religion, contrary to 
the ſeruice ol Cod. But that he had bene foꝛced th!ouch the 
peoples great miſerie # want, wearted, and deſcoꝛaged with 


ſo man ciuill warres to diſemble his deſire and meaning. 


And to delay all thinges till a fitter tune and oppoꝛtunitie, 


which could not haue berne v:ged at that inſtant without 


great danger. But that he had alſo learned by ſundꝛie try⸗ 
alles, and long experience, that by peace and generall quu- 
etneſſe, the coꝛrupted minds of the inconſtant people were 
with leſſe labour d2zawne vnto godlmeſſe, then when by the 
ſound of warre once nopſed ab2oade , and by the b2ightnes 
ol ſwoꝛdes and armours once ſcene and perceived great li⸗ 
berty to al licentiouſnes, was giuen tomutmots 2 ſeditious 
heads: that the church was not to be refazmed and purged 
by villanies, where with all wars were ſoꝛ the moſt parte 
anrfected, but chiefiv the domeſtical + ciuil bꝛoiles: But that 
it was to be done, by godly maners, god examples, by the 
p!eaching ofthe woꝛde of God, by humilitie, and feruent 
pꝛapers. Chat this hath beene his only mind, euen when 
the Guyſc in the pere 15 85. to firſt the weapons in hand, 


troubled the people x common peace, wherumto he was not 


pet altogither repugnant; but fozced fo2 the general welfare 
ol his ſubiccts,that he armed himſelf ful ſoꝛe agauiſt his wil, 
e that nothing now was rematning which was not conſu⸗ 
med x waffcdby wars. Vereckoned them the armies ſmce 
the time of 3. peers, and how much money there was ſpent 
in:and that it grerued him very much, that ſa many valiant 
ſoldiers were deſtroyed, ſo great a treſure coſiunmed in waſte, 
wher with a grrat kingdome might haue ben ioined to bis. 
But thus far imoꝛe, that he had in the meane time recepued 
me harme ard dammage by his friends, then euer her had 
done by his enemies, and that the iſſues oł his wart + victo- 
ries had bin rather hindered and ſtopped by the ambition of 
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ted. That he was nat withſtanding futty determined not to 


lay down the weapons, befoꝛe he had ouerthzowen x quite 


rated gut all the rebelles, aithough they all ſhould ſtand a» 
gam{F1t, +theuldbe fearcd that it might turne tothe vtter 
Lune 4 deftruction.of the whole reahm: that at the leaſt this 
cloahe and ccullour being taken away, he might be able tp 
held + kæ pe cuery man from hence foward tn their ductie 
| obrdience. That thcrefozc they ſhould deter mine by what 
meanes, what money, + ſouldiers this might be done moſt 
commodiouſlp. That they were called to that intent. As 
touchurg the other aifatres of the realme, as the refozmatt- 
on of the Clergte, of the treaſure, eaſie ubſidtes, tribntes, 
and tallages, ſetteth downe o2dinances aud cauleth thereof 
U itings to be made. The Commiſſioners x allignes har⸗ 
ken unto the Rings boubtfull Oꝛation with a merry and 
anatcinical countenance, with many flatterung woꝛds ha⸗ 
ning pꝛaiſed him in whoſe auerth2zow x vndoing they were 
aſſembied and ſwoꝛue, demanded a certame time to deter⸗ 
mine vpon it. Aud in the meane while.» this was a doing 
not without the great expectation of all men, ados ho mi- 
ni Aens facit, they feeve the king onelv With fancies. 
The Guile fearing that the Puince-(pronoked with ſo 


— — would nat iatler long theſe delates, au that 


he would ſerke aud finde meanes fozrenenge : and ſeeing 
that ail bad bended their eyes vpn him, and expected foz 
ſonic greatex tamges which Gould larre excerde the firſt: 
that NR auarue thut iuſtice and law vnhcard and nat to 
bechrard w rented amd condenmed: that uiehuig was 
warting but to diſpatch ht King ale dect audet, 
way moſtranxBpaocſresit, and dares it, 
De charged erery man being of the conſpirato2s to 
a piinde, and pꝛepere the reſt. This charge her vntertwlie 
humiſc lfe, ci ta hurden he lavd vpon his ownc ſhaulders : And 
thumun vᷣ̊ now the time was come to make a/ happie end 
ol his fathers hefo2e , but now his enterpꝛiſes, calleth the 
-8hicle ofthe confpracie, amongſt wha'wercLodomck the 
D 4 Cardi⸗ 
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and ſheweth in what tate his matters ſtande, ſayth that 


ice. To what end tended elſe the arming of his rebelliorts 
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Cardinal his bꝛother and the Arch · biſhop of L vort thi - 


chirteſt. Unto them and vnto ſome few other he declareth 


al things are bꝛought to ſame effec, that nothing is obſtant 


dut the Pꝛince only, beſides that he was dꝛiuen to ſuch ex 


trenuties, that eyther hee oz the king muſt periſh. That 
they thercfoze ſhouldſe, whether he were to be diſpatched, 
o2 vntill ach times impꝛiſoned till all thinges were confir- 
med and eſtabliſhed fo2 a new gouernement. And that there 
was no other meane 02 medium to be found, They cry all 


that this is not to be delayed, that fetters and pꝛiſon are al⸗ 


vnp:ofitable , that no cane 02 denne how deepe ſo⸗ 
euer, were able to kepe cloſe ſa great and mightie a poten⸗ 
tate, as long as he lined would alwapes thirſt aftcr re- 
uenge, but as ſone as he ſhould be diſpatched, that new 
deuiſes ſhould be p2aciſed, nelwe counſels taken, and that 
eucry man would rather fall againe to their pꝛiuate, p2e- 
ſent, and ſure commodities , then to attempt olde and dan⸗ 
gerous enterpꝛiſes. But contrariwiſe ifhe were kept pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner, it would ſerme cruell and ſtrange vnto the common 


people, and altogether vntolicrable. That they of late af- 
ter the kings fiping awapfrom Paris, hadfound andlear- 


ned by experience that pittie pʒeuailed moꝛe then fauorr, 


Nmallty that hercupon they nerded not long to beate their 


b2aines : but that her was to be comaped away and dil⸗ 
patched out of hande, Hereunto they all condeſcend. Now 


vpon the death of their Loꝛd the ſeruantes determine, the 


annomted of the Lom and reuerented of ſo many ations 
is bequeathed vnto their blouvieſwowwes. The dap nows 


appointed, and their deſpcrate wickedneſſe ſealed with an 


oth, they all depart, It was not ne&vefull to haue any be- 
wꝛaping hereof, fo2 it was not vnknowen, but vnto them 
which were remaued into the vtmoſt partes of Curope., 
that this was the Guiſes pꝛetence, and had berne long 


bandes, ſo often agatnſt his P2mce? But certame it is that 


de was aduertiſed hy the Duke de Payne pct litung of his 


bzothers 
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b1othcrs bngodly pꝛactiſes wpth theſe woꝛds: — 
ieſtv ſhould take herde ol a furious and delperate 

one ol the conſpiratoꝛs (as itis moſt atwapes — 
ikke acttons)moued in conſcience, diſcloſed vnto us Matei 
the whole conſpiracie, the dap appointed, the tokens; the 
conſpiratoꝛs themſelues : but in ſo ſhoꝛt a tyme, that he had 
ſcarce oppoꝛtunitie to eſcape this tmminentdataner'; The 
king now deſtitute of al nteanes of de liberation, aus beaten 
wyth his owne rod, onerth2owed not the ronſpirat62s, but 
pꝛeuented them in one day. 

There was hope that this burning fire of cuil b:ovles 
ſhould haue bin quenched, ſeeing that the flaming to2ches of 
theſe tumults were now ertinguiſhed. And it 
Sir tus, that France ſhould nowe enioie peace, but not thy 
Holineſſe. Hereupon the conſpiratoꝛs, who were not the 
better, but the greater parte beganne to hang downe they 
heades, to [ceke holes to hide themſelues, and thzough feare 
to runne to their holdes and plates of defence One parte 

- gane ouer their enterpꝛiſe, and bꝛake their faith giuen. But 
ſhoꝛtly after when they ſaw, that the Pyunce by ſome ſatall 
and diſaſterous lenitie, vſed no further rigour againſt them, 
that he was ſatiſfied wyth the puniſhment oftwo only, that 
he had but impꝛiſoned ſire, and had lent awap thereſt vn⸗ 
touched: and that the ſiege of D:leans whith her had be⸗ 
gunne to batter but ſlackely, was rayſed by the comming 
ol the Mayne. Then ſuddenly they begarne to rinme as 
mad men, beganne to ſtrike alarme, to ſurpꝛiſe Citfivs, 
to llaumder the name and credite of their Pice, wyth di⸗ 
uerſe outragious ſpeaches: To diſamil and aboliſhe the 
Lawes, the Magiſtrates, and all that was ropall in the 
Realme, all that was ſacred and aunctent , and to induce 
newe, range, and intollerable oztinances , Nmallpy, di⸗ 
gen wyth a ſenlleſſe fury, to exertiſe tyꝛamm and crucltie-a- 
gainſt themſelues:mſomuch, that almoſt no Citie oz towne 
hath eſcaped, their owne Citizens maſſacres! robberies; 
baniſhments, pꝛoſcriptions, and pet farre greater cruelties 
then the enemp bunſeife 9 unagmed. gre 
2 


thzonghatuft iudgement of God, iuſtly taking vengeance, 
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loa ſa many murthers, ſheabing of umocent blood, and 
ummuurrabia vilancs bythem committed. And dy theſe 
moanes,; a moꝛe deſper ate, and blove lwarre then euer was 
befoze, is nowe renewed, The Papne who a littie befoꝛs 
had bene the bewzaper and accuſer ol his b:cthers treaſon, 
is cholenchiefe of theſe inraged and deſperate companies. 
Wiheruppon&@ddcenty the whole Nraume beginneth to re⸗ 
beit And truly {freely J wauld haue it to be ſpoken)by the 
kings owne fault, who euer had xetected al god, wholſome, 
and p:afitable counſtil, beſoꝛe he was dꝛiuen to thele extre⸗ 
mitios. Maria gaue unto the reſt an example of rebellion, as 


it une rcaſon, ſhe being the firſt, inriched with ſundꝛy caſts 


ef hogs; and the impemall of the Neahne . All the reſt fol- 
tawed,few onely excepted. And as they were befoze ſtriuung 
who ſhoulde be moꝛe afledionated vnto his pꝛince, ſo nowe 
they contend oho ſhal ext d in outragiouſnes againſt hint. 
And to the end that nothing (honid. be wanting to the lulnes 
ol their treacherie, they requtre and ſa ke fo2 thy authoꝛilie 
Sixtus, ſoꝛ the iudgements ol the diuincs, foꝛ the conſent of 
the clergiu and al was pꝛeſently at their command. Uzban, 
one ol the Pacaſtrates in Maris, demawiding iu the wil aſ⸗ 


emule ol thaſemi the bonne, Whether the. tench- 


men could be godly and honeſtly releaſed from their 
othegmade;vutothe king. Anſwere was made, that they 
could. This anſwerc is bzought vnto the Pagiftrate, and 
with dzawneftwe;Ds is tammaunded to app: anc the ſame, 
The Senat flatiy denie th ſuch a-wickedacte to be lawfull ? 
wozthy ol thoancienttdpaltlc.of France. And ſitting a little 
vpon it the nurtnousptople bꝛake opt᷑ the gates of the pal- 


Mete and ſaiſe not vpon one oꝛ twa of the Magiſtrates, but 


won them all, and caſt the whole benchturp2iſon, thr oncly 
maieſtie of ths Kealme. Pꝛeſentty a newer Counſell is cho⸗ 


ten, which appecning the anſwere of the vigodly dinines, 


diſchargeth the people of their othes : thꝛuſt the king out of 


bis kingdome:Mhe Clergieconmendcth this new counſel, 
aud peclentip hergupon thenwpſe of the Popes thunderbolte 
0 ) is 
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tsheard, rowling from the high Capitoll, and thꝛeatening 
fw:thwpth,as they ſayde, the ee eee 


pall mountaines of France. 

In the peare 15 89. the king beeing at that inttant at 
Blots, tydings was bought vntohis Pateſtie,that Parts, 
Roan, Lions, Tholouſe, and the cities ofthe Realme were 
all reuolted, and that not one was remauung which was 
not inſeed with ſame notable treacheric,Jt wag told vntg 
bis maieſtie alſo how Bꝛiſac, Boi , and the loꝛde 
Chaſtre, whomhe had ufired to goe home untouched vpon 
their othes vpon the Guyſes death, had bzoken their pꝛo⸗ 
mile ſo ſolemnely confirmed, were reuolted to the erumv. 
Moꝛeouer, that the Spanpard, the Italian Pzinces, the 
Dukes of Loꝛaine and Dauoy , together with the inraged 
t furious pcople hadſw ne the Guiſes reuengement. That 
be was not in ſafety in Bloys, whereſoeuer be turned him⸗ 
ſelle, that al places were ſurpuſed, and vntrultie . That at 
the one ſide the conſpiratoꝛs did pꝛeſſe him, at the other ſide 
the king of Nauarre wyth a great power came to inuade 
the realme, being alreadie at Samure, and had taken all 
the tities thereabout, 

The king thus crolt with ſo many troubles and aduerli⸗ 
ties at once, penſiue what to do, and put aſide from al other 
hope, is fo:ced to apply the vttermoſt remedp to an extreme 
ſoꝛe & diſeaſe, and that which he had neglectedin the ful p2oſs 
pcrity of his wealth, power, and gouernment, craueth noi 
volumtanily, being almoſt diſpoſſeſſed of hiscrowne ę king- 
dam, Calleth not without gods appointment) to his aid the 
king of Nauarre his moꝛtall enim. but his moſt neceſſarie 
and p2ofitable friend,iflong befoze he bad vſedhim, He, al- 
tough greatly inured and offended, although ſo oftentunes 

at the Gupſes requeſt, by hun eme with war: pꝛeſently 
vnloked foꝛ, commeth to the king his bꝛother, with a cho⸗ 
len armp, not only great in number, but alſo in valoz,ſo that 
euer coman ſouldier might haue ſupplied the rome 'of anie 
_ officer, Agreat change is nowe againe to be (ene : fo2 at 
the armuall of this mightie e unloked foz wr 
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the hearts of all the god, being herewith mcouraged, and of 
the tonſptratoꝛs terrified:de Maine himſelfe(to repꝛeſſe and 
ſtay by his pꝛeſence the common report of the people, com- 
plaining already againft the intolerable inſolences ol the 
ſouldiotirs, andfeeling a dearth of all maner of victuals and 
neceſſartes,commonly the only cauſes of vpꝛoares and ſedi⸗ 
tions in great cities is conſtrained to returne again to Ja- 
tis, with his mutinous compames which hee had bꝛought 
from thence into the territoꝛies of Tours, to place them e⸗ 
tiery where in garriſons , His departure was not vnlike a 
cowardly running away, tihe R. of Nauarre following him 
fo ntere vpon his heeles, that he put al the hindermoſt of the 
r all ſtraglers to the lwoꝛd. His maieſty in the meane time 
fo2tified with a power of Swifzcrs, incoꝛaged with ſome 
god ſucceſſe again the rebelles, commeth in perſon in his 
camp, and marcheth directly to Paris with al his ſoꝛces, to 
pumſh them fo? their — — Help commeth 
to him from all parts, his bands increaſe dayly innumber, 
lame, and power. The ſtate ol the realm thus ſuddenly chä⸗ 
ged (a8 the hearts of men are commonly inc onſtant and 
wauering) the chiele cities beginne to intreate vpon peace: 
the German and Italian Pꝛinces, to ſend ambaſſadoꝛs, to 
wiſh wel to his M. to pꝛomiſe him mony and men, andſoms 
of the firſt conſpiratoꝛs alſoͤ though diſpaire flie to his mer- 
cy, All thinges finally,fal contrary vnto the Guiſes crpec- 
tatios,nol out of all hope toloke any moꝛe, as long as the 
Ring tired ,fo2 any condition ofagreement, oꝛ ſurety of life, 

The conſpirato2s all begin to tremble at this new and 
ſtiddaune charmgement doubtfiill what to doe, o2 to vnder⸗ 
take: pet the ring · leaders of the rebellion allemble togither 
in tormſell, to determnie vppon the extremitic ol their af- 
tutrts. One among the reſt, whole name ſhall be know- 
en and ſpꝛead abꝛoade by his execution, declareth the daun⸗ 
ger wherein they liue, what they haue in France leſſe tru⸗ 
fie. That the minds ol the nobilitie were mutable and in 
conſtant, falling alwapes on fo2tunes ſide, That the feare- 
full Cities code not ber hepte een vnto them; 1 
tber 


ar veryporelp, hath giuen oftentimes» notable tokens vf 
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they were partakers of the like rebellion and treachery, a 


liberty were giuen vnto them, that ere long they woulde 
reuolte to the king again, That the cicargie was couctors 


and neuer did giue but little of their own vnto their kings, 


that thereſoꝛe there was but (mall hope that they woulde 
giue moꝛe vnto them that could and might but intreate fo2 


it. That this was their caſe at home: from abꝛoad leſſe 


hope was to be loked ſoꝛ. That the Spaniard was olde, x 
carefull fo2 the quietneſſe of his owne fauulv, vnto whome 
it was mo2e ſurer, that France were troubled, then vſur- 
ped by any, but hanſelfe, That the Italian Pzinces were 
tuircumſped and wile, and thoſe ol Germany couetons and 
miſers. That the Pope was ſubtill, crafty, and inconſtant, 
griedy fo2 his own gain, t turning with euer blaſt of F02- 
tune. That therefoze all his hope ode in humſelſe, if they 
had any god ſucceſle that they ſhould want nothing, but o⸗ 
therwiſe, that they needed not to loke fo2 any help +ſafcty 
but in their herles and flight. Finally that by the death of 
one Ning all their aftaires might be repaired, and that on 
ly was to be intended and labazed, how & by what meanes 
the Pꝛince was to be diſpatthed oꝛ murtbered. That there 
was no other remedie loꝛ the redzeſſe of their diſtreſſed e⸗ 
tate · Hereunto they apply all their witte and induſtry, and 
there are not found wanting ſome, who offered themſelues 
to be miniſters of this villanous trecherp. Many are ſolict- 
ted and pzouoked thereunto by great pꝛomiſes, accozding 
as they had a quickneſſe of hand to perfoꝛme ſuch an act, 
a deſperate audacitie of mind ta dare vndertake it. Amongſt 
them al, Sixtus, is found Clement thy; welbeloucd,a Fri⸗ 
ar Jacobin, fit and readp fo2 ſuch a trecherous- cnterpule, 
pet truſting not ſo much vppon his oune boldneſſe, wherin 
not withſtanding be greatly Tid excell all hig fellow Ariars: 
then knowing that Friars, but chiefely thoſe-of his oꝛder, 
had alwaies had a free acces vnto his Pairſty, wher other 
verie ſeldome, were adnutted but at certame hows, This 
from lus pputh of harung berne bzought vy urthe monaſle⸗ 


CE. 3 his 
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Friar lalleth vpon bis knees (the king at that pꝛeſent lit ⸗ 
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bis vngodly inclination and vilde diſpoſition (whichmany 
haue heard out of the Deanes owne month) and foꝛ hi 


lewdneſſe, by their oꝛder of diſcipline hath bene often di- 


ucrllp pumthed, vet nothing to his amendement, was meff 
olten taken in ſtcws and whoze hows, oftentimes allated 
to rune away, No godlmeſſe, piety, oꝛ learning hee had, 


no not ſo much as the knowledge of the French letters, 


which any wapes might haue commended hun. UWhich I 
think god to be ſpoken of this acturſed murtherer, that our 
poſterity map indge, whether thy woꝛds are woꝛthy of a 
latred mouth, that doth not make God only hunſelfe pꝛiin⸗ 
of manſlaughtre; (pardon J crave O Ichoen) but farther 
doſt melinme to ſap, that he hath communicated vnts a def» 
perate bloudſhedver the giftes of his ſpirite, and ſuch moti⸗ 
ons of the minde, which haue beene graunted only vnto his 


Pꝛaphetes and Apoſtles. This Friar nowe ſent out of 


Paris, goeth directly to the Campe, vppon this pꝛouiſo 
not withſtanding, that all thoſe that were ſuſpected to bee 
of the Kingcs ſide, ſhould be kept faſt within the Cittie, 
where life did ſtand altogether. Thoſe whom 
hee met them, that he bzought letters and wzt- 
tingsfrom certaine Pariſians who were greatly affecio- 


nated and known vnto the King, that they contained mat- 


ters of great impoꝛtance. And that hee beſides had other 


bzought vnto the king with like facility, as all 
the reſt of his oꝛder were befo:e. Oreteth the king but ris 
ſen, and pet ſcarſe ready, and at ſuch a time, as he was woe 
to bee alone, deliuereth the letters, the which when his . 

had peruſed, demanded hum what newes he bzonght. Lhe 


ge diſcloſed vnto none but vnto his Maieſty:her⸗ 


ting in a chaire, and incliming his eare to heare what hee 
would ſay) Tabbed him with a knife which he had made £ 
poiſoned fo2 that purpoſe. 5 — out, 
the Loꝛdes pꝛeſently come running into his chamber, aſtet 

many wounds flay this curſed and moſt miſerable etch 


Clemens, as allo him that came with him, — 


king did mot earneſtly; zbid it, foz to learne by them, 
the ozdex; of the conſpiratio, the and conſpi⸗ 
rato;s;, Who if they wem t known! As nodoublc tht 


ſhall be pet hereafter : I can not teil, m whether 


thouſhalt bee able to ſhake from thy ſouldicrs the ſuſpition 
of thts bloudy crime, 02 at the leaſt to haue besne the in⸗ 
nento2 of this vngodly coumſell But the anthoz-of truth 
bath kept it to hunlſelfe tell the time of thy panithment. 
Great heauineffe andſo:rowe was ſeene inal the Campe, 
but greate iove among the ennemy, whoſe reiopſing voi- 
ces were hearde at that inſtant, demanding one ol another 
whether the Friars knife was ſufficientlp ſharpe oꝛ not. 
The Hing thus wounded was laid iir his bed, whor he peel 
ded vp his ghoſt vito God the next iught following, hauung 
bcfoze made his will and ſet al things in good oꝛder. 


Here haue pou hearde the ende of this mighty unce, 


and here map you beholde as ina loking glaſſe, the ouer⸗ 
thzowe of a whole Realme. J ſee many thinges in it 
to bee lamented: UWhereſoeucr J turne mp ſelfe, J can 
perteaue nothing but a dzeadfulthozycar ,_ a cruell, and 


blouddy ſpectacle ,, pet nothing moꝛe heauilp doth pꝛelent 


it ſelſe afo2e bs, then thine Oꝛation, Sixtus, an oners 
plus to the conunon grieſe, Fatre bee ſuch a-ſhamne 
from vs (lette it ſuffice vs, tohane loſt a good Pꝛinte, 

and that by gur owne fauite and negligence ) as to ſul⸗ 


ler the name of the dead tobe llandered and defamed; and 
the Monuments of ſo many woꝛthy aas deſtraned. Thet⸗ 


loꝛe J demand fir ſt ol ther Sirtua, by what lawes that F 
ſhall contend with thee e With Ch2iſkan lawes 2 But 
what haſt thou to doe with Chꝛiſt, whoſe birth and 
burall thou flandereſt with a moſt, deteſtable murthe⸗ 
rers compariſon? Mlith the tawes of nature: but 
by what bandes ol nature can ber vpholden the main⸗ 


taincr of willfull murther : Howe then, with the ci⸗ 


uil la wes: The ſtatutes of Princes and the tuull lawes 
haue enacted diuers and ſeuere puniſhmentes vnto thoſe 
that offended but by chaunce; but * thale that reuenged 
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their pꝛiuate quarrell by their own authoꝛitie, ſearfull toꝛ⸗ 
ments. What puniſhments doe they alot then vnto thofe 
who violat x oterthzowthowelfare afa common wealth, 
truly almoſt intredible! But Je that J ani tonſtramed to 
ſerke out newlawes to deale with thee, J am ready ſoꝛ it. 
Thou the anto2 ofnew offences , ſhalt bee my lawe and 
witneſſe; Europe the court, and the Ieauens the Indges, 
and vpon theſe equall conditions J will ple ade againtt ther. 
Come then and hearken firſt vnto this, It ſermeth verie 
ſtraunge vnto mee, and therefoze make me ſomewhat bet⸗ 


ter acquainted with it, that thou ſo oftentimes vſurpeſt the 


woꝛde of Gods judgement, Could not this ſuffice thee, 
to know God to ber the beſt of all godneſſe? but to ſay that 


hee willedſuch a deteſtable and wicked ac. In derde wer 


ſe euerie where his wonderful iudgements: and we know 
that Pꝛinces the larger their gouernement hath bene, 
the greater accounts they haue to make, Beſides if kinges 
badconumitted any offence, that not onely themſelues did 
{mart foꝛ it, but ſometimes all their ſubieus felt the puniſh⸗ 
ment thereof . Both is to be ſerne in the holie Scriptures, 
J will not deny, but that this pꝛince Hath ſuffered deſerued 
puniſhment, if thou doeft regard God onely, in whoſe cies 
all thinges are coꝛrupt, naught , and croked, nothing 
entire, oꝛ vndefiled,. But leaue the indgement hereof vnto 
God, not vnto thy ſelfe, Sirtus. How knoweſt thou whe⸗ 
ther this is in ſterde of a bleſſing and benefit, which thou 
thinkeſt to be a curſe and a puniſhment. Did not Joſtas al- 
ſo die an vntunely death-dotiz not God moſt often cal them 
firſt vnto him whom he loueth ! Are tirants not ſeene often ⸗ 
times to raigne and line longeſt? and god pꝛinces ſeldome 
come to great age? Super lluous, nap to curoins it were, 
Sixtus, to ſearch + cramin theſe things, 1 moꝛe impious to 
tudge them. But let it be ſo, J grant this vnto thee, Shall 
therfoze the excuſe and cloake of Gods iudgement, pꝛotect x 


defend cauſe of a murtherer: the king of France fo2 his cf- 


fences hath deſerued ſome heauy puniſhment at Gods hãds 
doth it follow therfoze p he is to he accdunted godly, great, 
__ famous, 


| 
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famous, happp, and wo2thy the title of an Emperoꝛ, lho- 
foeucr of the common people the moſt abtect and vileſt,ſhall 
haue murthered his P2unce 2 Then with thee that ſonne 
ſhall be accounted innocent, that is a rcuenger of bis fa- 
thers offence by his fathers death: and the indignation of 
thoſe chudꝛen eſteemed iuſt ſpilling the bloud of their pa⸗ 
rentes in Gods quarrell, What ? is he woꝛthy any longer 
to be reuerenced and hono2ed with the title of a father, who 
uketh the example of naturall affecnion violated and quite 
ertinguiſhed: Here with thou art touched Sixtus, but wher⸗ 
foze art thou ſo ſwne aſcard, thou haſt no cauſe pet to trem- 
ble, theſe are but toyes and trifles, come but nere, foz to 
heare that which ſhall not make ther pale, but altogether 
ſenſeleſſe. Let firft the la wes of bloud and nature, which 
are the ſacred bandes ol humaine ſocietie depart and goe a⸗ 
ſide, foꝛ as long as they are pꝛeſent J haue no reaſon to 
ſpeake any woꝛd at all. J grant againe that it is lawfull by 
thy lawes to kill parents condemned by iudgement, and an 


executioner not to be wanted in the citie, as long as 5ᷣ offen- 


ders ſonne is found pꝛeſent. Let thy iudge then pꝛonounce 
ſentence and ſap, That law fully the ſonne may kill the 
father, but let him adde vnto it at the leaſt, accuſed, noted, 
and condemned of a notoꝛious offence , as an enemie vnto 
the comon wealth, that by theſe meanes the pꝛiuate lawes 
of a familie may be diſanulled, by thoſe which concerne the 
publike vtilitie. But contrariwiſe if thou deſtropeſt the 
publike commoditie by a publicke offence , away with thy 
lawes, ſoꝛ they cannot be erogated with the welfare of a 
common wealth. Let vs now ſe then: Here lveth wallow⸗ 
ing in his bloud, not the father of a pꝛiuate familie, but her 
of a great kingdome: not the griefe of one houſchold, but 
the heauineſſe and ſozrow of a whole realme moſt treche⸗ 
roully pꝛocured. And pet doeſt thou commende this? and 
ſaveſt that he is murthered woꝛthely Mell let it be ſo, 
ſo that he foꝛ whom we mourne be to woꝛthy foꝛ to die af 
ter ſuch a manner. But what was the offence in the re- 
ucnge whereof, the diuine, the ciuill, the common, and pꝛi⸗ 
J uate 
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uate lawes did ceaſe.andloyter 2 Thouſayſt that he hath 


Gunſe his bꝛother 
to be erecuted, whoſe conſecrated head was not to be tow 


ched but only by full authoꝛitie from the Biſhop of Rome. 


Thou crucll beaft doft thou ſay that it is not lawſull foꝛ a 


King, ruling onely by Gods grace and authoꝛitie to puniſh 


traptoꝛs againſt his Maieſtie, and comucted ſo oftentimes 


to haue troubled the publtke peace? and that it is permitted 
vnto a graceleſſe Friar to ſtabbe a Pꝛince, ſoꝛ to haue tuſt- 


lp exetuted a Cardinall 2 What ſay pe to this O ve Pꝛmn⸗ 


ces of Europe, vpon whoſe neckes this cruell and bloudie 
Lyon treadeth. It he were to be puniſhed, it was not to be 
done alter that oꝛder, witnefſes were to be pꝛoduced, the 
offender was to be heard, idges to be choſen 4 no haſt was 
to be made vpon the execution of ſo great a Potentate. As 
i he wanted witneſſes, by whoſe ambition now 2}. peares 
together France hath beene diſquieted with citull warres: 
but his execution was to be delayed, to what end: To the 
troubling of god men, to the murthering ol his P2ince,x to 
the ruine and ouerth2ow of the whole realme,all which but 
a dap befo2e was pꝛeuented. But heare firha,by what law 
doſt thou exempt thy diſciples of common iuſtice moze then 
anp other: Fozſoth that the lawes ſhould ſhew rigour a- 
gainſt euery poze w2etch fo2 eucry ſmall treſpaſſe, 4 that it 
hordd be lawfull, vnto Pꝛieſts, Biſhops, and Cardinals to 
tommut great and haynous crimes without offence: That 
Pꝛinces ozdtnances ſhould haue no luriſuſmton ouer them: 
If they offended that they thould make lawes fo: their own 


- purpole 2 The example pleaſcth ine, and vercly I thinke it 


to be ſo altogether, alter the ſaying of the Cuangel:ſt, that 
we ſhould flollow the woꝛdes but not the woꝛkes of thoſe 
that ſit in the cheare of Mopſes. But hee, Stirtus, that 
was both God. and man, thy better and greater, ſcozned 
not to. appeare befo:c the tribunall ſeate of an earthly 


Judge, and being bꝛought into tudgement , — 


not of the Judge. James and Andzewe Apolties , 
Saint Stephen a Party2, haue ſubmitted them = 


under. 
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vnder the lawe, And Saint Paule being impꝛiſoned defen- . 
ded not his libertie by the pꝛeemmente of an Apoſtle, but 
by the title of a Citizen ol None. But J knowe what 
thou wilt aunſwere hereupon that Chꝛiſt and his Apo⸗ 
ſtles had not ſo great a libertie, as the Church hath at this 
day, it is true: Well, ſeeing that the blinde and ignoꝛant 
ages haue oꝛdained this, let vs beare the burthen which 
our anceſtoꝛs haue lapde vpon our ſhoulders, let the Cler⸗ 
gie reioyce in her frerdome, but let them exerciſe their li⸗ 
bcrtie of offending onely betweene and vpon themſclues, 
and let Pꝛinces and their ſubiectes be ſafe from their auda- 
citie, and the common wealth vopde of treacherie and 
ſuch like diueliſh pꝛadiſes. Jf not, heare our lawes and 
the ſeuere oꝛdinances of our Ringes, who haue crempted 
alwayes from pour pꝛuuledges, publike crymes and offen- 
ces of treaſon, and ſuch other like conſpiracies which might 
turne to the damage of the common wealth, Heare the 
woꝛdes of thy pꝛedeceſſoꝛ Innocent. Q de Eccleſia 
aliquem exemerit , vel in ipſa eccleſia, vel loco, vel culiui, 
Sacerdotibus, & winiſtrit aliquid iniuriæ importauerit 
ad inſtar publici criminis & leſe Maieſtatis accuſabitsr, 
& connittus ſeu confeſtus capitali ſententia a Rettoribus 
prouinciæ puniatur. What doeſt thou anſwere hereupon, 
art thou not pet cormmicted, doeſt thou demande examples 
to confirme it. Pernle the momumentes of thy Pꝛedeceſ⸗ 

ſoꝛs, and then preide ſome reaſon wherefo2e it be not as 
lawefull vnto a king to doe the like in his Realme, which 
was permitted vnto Nicholas the fift in the Church as 
gainſt Poꝛcarius and Sarra, both famous knightes of 
Rome, vnto Pius agamiſt Carrapha and Rebiba Cardi⸗ 
nalles, againſt Palian and Alphius noble Earles of 
Italie, which vnto many other! Whoſe ſteppes are pet 
to be ſerne in dinerſe places: nay vnto thy ſelle? that 
haſt ſcene Rome flowing with running ſtreames ol bloud, 
and many Noble mens heads to ſtand vpon poales vppon 
the gates of the Cittie . But loe pet once J am miſtaken, 
and nowe the thirde ——— — 
2 th ⸗ 
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Mithout doubt it was a hapnous offcnce fo2 a King 
to haue puniſhed a Cardinall, althaugh a rebell, a traytoz, 
laping ambulhes to murther his P2ince,tempering poyſort 
to diſpatch him, heyring villaines to perfo2mne the deede, All 
theſe are purged 4 quite waſht awap wtth the ſacred ople 
of Chuſme, where with whoſoener 1s annointed is ſet free 
fo2 euer from all authoꝛitie and ſccular power. Me there⸗ 
foꝛe that ſhall haue touched but with his leaſt ünger, one 
ſealed with this noble and woꝛthy caractar, J aftirme with 
ther, that God humſelle is not able to deliuer him from dan⸗ 
ger. But ukewiſe grant this vnto me, Sixtus, that all 
theſe offences, anders, and accuſations, where with in 
great heapes thou chargeſt the king, are contavned and 


included in the death and execution of both the Genes, and 


this onely excepted, hum to be altogether blameleſſe and in 
nocent : which if thou doſt grant me, J demand ol ther likes 
wiſe, whercfo2e didſt thou not only ſoꝛetell long befoꝛe the 
doleſull kinte of death of this Pꝛince, but didſt with fo2 it. 
Whercfoze calleſt thou loioſa and Lenocurtius Cardi⸗ 
nals, and him of Paris witneſſes of thy vnluckly ſouth. ſap⸗ 
ing: what curſe of thee had the poꝛe Pꝛince deſerued, at 
that time when thou didſt ſer loioſa and Lenocurtius ? 
At that time the Guyſes were not vet executed, Nauarre 
was not pet ſent foꝛ, no truce was made with the Here⸗ 
tikes : fo2 what occaſton then, as a dilinall and filthy Dwle 
dudſt thou foꝛeſhow an vnactcuſtomed and ſhametull end of 
his life? Did not he pꝛoclaune warre againſt the Here⸗ 
tikes in the peare 8 5: Mas not the Guiſe made chicke 
of the whole armie, to the ruine, and ouerthꝛowe of the 
whole Kealme : lere not the Germaine foꝛtes diſcomfi- 
ted? what was there omitted? becauſe he would not foꝛ⸗ 
ſake and be depoled from his cro ue, and gor to pꝛiſon, be⸗ 
- cauſe he would not commit the gouerne ment of his realme 
vnto the Gupſe, oꝛ vnto the Spamard: onely thereſoꝛe by 
a pꝛettie alluſton thou haſt deſtinated him to an extreame 
puniſhment. as the laſt of his name and family. Thou ſcoꝛ⸗ 
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about with nightcrowes to mollific thy oꝛds, and hinder 
with a ſubtil eloquence the deſerued rigoꝛ, a piunſhment due 
to a hainous ofſence? By theſe means thou defileſt moſt fil- 


thely the remembzance ol him, whom ſo long foꝛ his diſcent, 
fo: his woꝛthy actes both done at home and abꝛoade the de⸗ 


ſtinies of this Realne haue aduanced to imperiall dignitie 
and pꝛomotion, and ſo thou requiteſt him with ſlaunders, 
by whole grandfathers and aunceſtoꝛs thy ſea hath berne 


ouerchargedanb laden with innumerable benefites . Heyda 
Sixtus, thy aduice pleaſeth mer, and thy witte woꝛthie one⸗ 
ly ol ſuch a high Biſhop as thou art. But here J appeale 
unto all theſe Pꝛinces that are lining at this time, and alſo 
unto them that ſhall hereafter come to reade theſe our wꝛi⸗ 
tings, that they mav acknowledge with mer, the wonder- 


fulliudgemerits of the Lo2de, and the mockeries and than⸗ 


ges of fickle foꝛtune. The migbtieſt P2zince of Europe is 


murthered ; and liue he ſhoulde pet, if long agone he had not 


noꝛiſhed his blodſhedders wtth his owne,and with the blood 
of the whole realme : and whoſe lines, maners, and exerci⸗ 
ſes he loued moꝛe then his olvne welfare , by their fraude, 
ſwoꝛd, and treacherie he is depꝛtued of his life. Hee is gone 


(oh hoꝛrible) by their meancs, whoſe ſafetie, when onely he 


intended, neglected his ſubiects and his owne welfare. And 
beſides are not pet aſhamed to ſap (but to to bolde) that by 
their deuiſes the Realne falling to decay, might haue beeng 
repaired and ſuppoꝛted:? His ghoſt is accuſed but by him, 


whom he hath deſended with al carcfulnes, being vpon this 


woꝛld, whom he loued moſt dearely, whom he reuerenced 


aboue meaſure far moꝛe then he was woꝛthie of. The dole⸗ 


ful momunents of his lone and lovalty towards the are pet 
extant, whcrof J would to God that the remembzace could 
bee extingiutſhed and quite defaced, To what ende tended ſo 
manp ciuil warres, ſo many maſſacres, ſo many pꝛoſcripti⸗ 
ons which France hath ſuftered,then onely that thy wealth 
might remaine vntouched, and all thine might liue in ener- 
laſting ſecuritie. And pet ſuneralles, and the laſt home of 
the body is denfedhim , Pozeener,, from pearelp pꝛaiers 
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- (from whence no enemie euer bath bene barred) he is erclu- 


ded, and by thoſe at whoſe requeſt we haue ſeene him ſo of- 
tentymes humblic, but not Pꝛincely walke barefwte, with- 
out Scepter oꝛ Crowne, and his (wo2de downewarde. 


 Fo2 whofe dwelling and abiding places he complained that 


his kingdome was not great enough, foꝛ whole welfare be 
humſelle hath not onelv pzayed molt oſtentymes, but hath 
amoyned vnto his people to doe the like. I will now make 
an ende in one wo2de . None coulde mecte hun that were 
as welcome vnto hun as Friars , none loued the oꝛder of 
Pꝛieſtes moze entirely then hee: and of him no body was 
moꝛe eſfcemed of, reuerenced, and honoured then the biſhop 
of Rome. And vnto htm his deſtinies haue pꝛocured a friar 
to be his murtherer, pꝛieſtes his deadly ennennes , and the 
Pope his accuſer , J.craue pardon of ther, O naturall affec- 
tion (if it be lawfull to argue vpon the death of mp P2ince 
in a publike griefe ) if this be the argument of mp medita⸗ 
tions, > 

I will come anone vnto ther Sixtus, when J ſhall bee 
reſolued of this point: wherefoze doſt thou demie vnto a 
dead Pꝛince the gift of a little duſt, and comfo2table pꝛapers 


vnto his ſoule: What: Art thou ſo obſtinately angrie and 


offended with him, as to ſhewe extreme crueltie vppon his 


aſhes: Leaue his body to be toꝛne at pleaſure vnto thy blas 


dy butchars, let his ſoule eniop at the leaſt eternall reſt: to 
deſire that both be caſt away, is to vnnaturall, rigoꝛous, 
and cruell. 

Can the high Biſhoppe not ber appeaſed wyth leſſe pu⸗ 
niſhmentes : J demaunde whether this be godlie and chꝛi⸗ 
manlie ſpoken, O pe Pztnces of the earth giue eare vnto 


The holy Biſhop of Rome denounceth by Apoſtoli- 


call authority, that he hath opened the gates of heauẽ 


to Iames Clement, for to haue murdred the moſt chri- 
ſtian King of France, and that vnto the dead body of 
the King worthely, the pompe of funeralles, and the 
honour of buriall may be denied: yea, that leſſe is, 

<< praicrs 
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praiers and ſonges . For to haue denied vnto the 
Guy ſes the goueruement of the Realme at hisre” 
queſt. Therefore what King ſoeuer, whether he be 
an Hereticke or Catholicke, if preſently he diſpoſeth 
not his Crowne at the pleaſure of the high Prieſt , to 
giue it vnto him, vato wheme it {hall bee comman- 
ded him, let him looke for no better end in this lite, 
and in the lite to come. And whoſoever ſhall haue op- 
preſſed, by ſword, or poiſon, ſecretly, ot optly,valiant- 
ly, or by deceit, any Prince, Emperor, or Monarch, not 
obaying our ſacred thunderbolts, Let him as a ſtarre 
with a new ſhining light, increaſe the number of the 
fears in the firmament, This is the will of Chrift his vi- 
car. Ine ſucceſſor of S. Peter and S. Paule Apoſtles, 

Mhat neede haue wee ol thee ( O Chꝛiſt) if eternal 
life can be obtained not by thy bloud, but by that ol Ainges 
and pꝛinces, i not by a croſſe, but a knife the way of heauẽ 
is opened vnto Friars. + 

Let the ghoſts of Luther and Caluin come to hear this, 
that by theſe iopful newes and tidings they map eale at the 
leaſt, and mittigate the griefe of their patnes if they ſufler 
any, But now I come from the footepath vnto the high 
way againe . It ſeemeth but a matter af nothing vnto Six⸗ 
tus, to dally with the accaſation of a moſt hainons of- 
fence, vnder the conller of Gods iudgementes, and vnder 
a counterfaite and fained authozity dzawen from the holy 
Scripturcs: but he doth adde examples thereunto, to the 
end the accurſed traitour might become famous foz euer, ? 
not common onely, and of ſuch ſoꝛtes of perſons, but 
by whome the aces ol Aerandcr and Ceſar might bee 
illuſtrated and commended, J lette paſſe willingly that 
which hee hath rehearſed of the conception, death, and 
refurrection of our Lo2de, vngodlp to be ſpoken andſhame- 
full to bee hearde . J muſt pauſe a while befoze J can giue 
an eare to heare ſuch hoꝛrible blaſphemies, Firſt hee pꝛai⸗ 
feth Eleazarus his notable ace in ſtabbing the beaſte; 
ntiachus was, and litle ro⸗ 

F 4 garding, 


Wherenpon he thought that A 
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garding his owne life, ſo that he with the fall of the Eli- 
phant, might kill the rider and himſelfe together. He pꝛai⸗ 
ſeth the manly audacity and courage of Judith, not reſpe- 
ating her own welfare and honeſty, ſo that (he might with 
the ennenues head, pꝛeſerue the lues, gods, and chaſtity of 
the Cittizens of Bethulia. Hee extolleth both their zeale, 
conſtancy, and magnammity, but ſo as the ÞPocts did He⸗ 
>o2s and ACneas triumphs and victoꝛies, that the conque- 
rour thereby might reape the maze pꝛaiſe and glozy. He 
commeth pꝛeſently vnto his ſonne Clement whom he exal⸗ 
teth ſo hie that he ſeemeth to repent himlclfe to haue pꝛodu⸗ 
ced theſe vnfit and vnequall eramples, and to be angrie that 
fo2 want of better, hath beene fo2ced to vſe but weake com⸗ 
pariſons. By theſe meanes let the noble fights and combats 
ol Sampſon and Daund giue place (Sixtus being iudge) vn⸗ 
to Cain, Joab, and Judas their infamous treacheries. Let 
there be no difference then whether one killeth, villaniouſly 
oꝛ valiantly, a tir ant oꝛ a king, an enemp oꝛ the father of 
his coumtrey: Let the Captaines who are famous fo? their 
pꝛoweſſe, and renowned thꝛough many victo2ics be equa⸗ 
led with a Friar but crept out of a caue. And finally let the 
conſtancy of Bartirs be commended by the audacity of a 
murtherer. Af this will ſtand foꝛ god, why doſt thou not e⸗ 
ſcabliſhe Catutes and oꝛdinances, and like as we vſe Gre⸗ 
gozians and Gratians lawes, that we may haue thine alſo 
Dixtus, to depꝛiue vertue of her due pꝛaiſe by them, and vi⸗ 
ces of their deſerued ſhame and puniſhment: foꝛ none are oꝛ 
were cuer to be found, that would haue vndcrtaken the de⸗ 
fence of this act, thou only excepted. Beſides is not conten- 
ted to bie a common pꝛaiſe, but to make the fooliſh people 
moze aſtoniſhed, ſheweth mirakles whereby the deuine po⸗ 
wer is argued to haue aſſiſted and furthered this treacherp, 
He telleth therefoꝛe how Clement went thꝛough the gates 
ol the Citty being ſo narrowly beſieged, and thzough the 
watches of both the Camps not marked, o2 as one ſhould 
ſap inuiſible, he ſpeaketh this as a wonder, the like wherol 
Audith is not able tobzing fo2th, although ſhe be ſo highly 


exalted, 
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exalted with ſacred poeſtes, that ſhe was a woman, that ſhe 
had opened her pꝛetence vnto the Pagiſtrate x the Clders 
of the Citie, and that in their companies ſhe went by the 
Sentinels of the Citie without danger, z then alter warde 
was bꝛought befoze the watch of the enemie, and laſtly be- 
fo:e the chicfe of the armie, aid that by the exquiſite beauty 
ol her face ſhe caſily bewttched the heart and ſenſes of the 
Pꝛince which were onercome already with wine and luſt, 
and that therefoze all things were readie 4 caſte vnto her. 
But that all things croſt the Friar , that in euery thing 
was great trouble and trauell, but pet moze daunger , that 
he alone (ſurely without any bodies helpe oꝛ induction) had 
- concefned ſecretly the boldneſſe of this deſperate enterpife. 
That he had not only to go th2ough the watches of the en⸗ 
nenne, but by the Citizens ſtraight wardes x Sentinels: 
and if his face, his wo2ds, oꝛ his pace, had bewꝛayed there 
any token of vnconſtancie, which oftentimes is ſerne in 
thoſe that doe attempt high and great matters, he had to 
loke fo: nothing, but fo: pꝛeſent death 4 deſtruction, Yere 
if the letters had beene found about him, he had no leſſe to 
feare the like of thoſe that were ignoꝛant of the matter and 
being beſiedged were afeard of cuery trifle. So that(as Ho⸗ 
mere ſayth) as Aeneas was carryed by the helpe of Nep- 
tune out of the battell , euen ſo Strtus leadcth this Frpar 
though the Citte, x the Campe conered with a cloud that 
he could not be ſeene of any body: A maruaile that he hath 
not ſet him vpon the winges of angels, to carry and bzing 
him in ſafetie to the kinges tente. J appeale vnto vour 
authoꝛitie O honourable and reuerent antiquitie: what 
is become of ſhamefaſtneſſe + Who thinkes now a dapeg 
à lie to be a diſcredite? Come to heare a hiſtoꝛie 4 not a fa- 
ble. Clement by a great ſumme of monep, by further hope, 
t by a notoꝛ:ious harlot was ſolicited, taketh counſell with 
the chiele conſpiratoꝛs of the kings death, and it is knowen 
now, who were pꝛeſent at that inſtant, who were the coũ⸗ 
ſellers, 4 who were the furtherers, It were iniurious that 


our polferity ſhould he veceſned x eppined of he mennepp of 
ig 
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this cruell ad, and (as J hope cre long) of the example 
of the execution thereof . They did countertaite letters 
from certaine pziſormers vnto the King , bewꝛaying ſome 


great matters fo be declared by the mouth of the Frpar, 


the which when he had recetued , taketh the kmfe which 
he had made and popſoned to kill the king withall: and 


goeth out of the Cittie, but firſt hauing leſt charge that 


all thoſe that were ſuſpected might be kept within, that by 
theſe meanes the life of a blodie murthcrer ſhould be in 
ſafetie with the danger of thouſande innocents, il he ſhould 
haue fallen a line in the enemies handes. This is the firſt 
part of this miracte , theſe are the diuine motions , this 1s 


the ccleſtiall inſpiration, and this the infallible argument 


of the pꝛeſent alliſtance of Gods power, Me conmeth in 
the Kings campe no man letting hin, and at that trouble⸗ 
ſome time, when Fryars oncly were free , and had onely 
ſafe conduct. to goe where they would themſelues, But 
whp goe J about to ſpend my time in confuting Sixtus his 
yes, where ſo manp blaſphemies doe offer themniclues be⸗ 
loꝛe me: All theſe are topes of the common people. Let c⸗ 
uery mans vertue ſeparate and diſtinguiſh him from the 
common ſoꝛt: but the Biſhop of Rome let hun be knowen 
by his notoꝛious and extraoꝛdinarie villamcs. It is an old 
ſaving, where lawfull things are anelp permitted vnto go⸗ 
nernours, there they command bo intreatie, a Pzicſt doth 
net differ from a Lay-man, but onelp in libertie of offen- 
ding. It is lapth hee ( ſpeaking of the murthcring of the 
Punce) a moſt famous, and a memoꝛable ac, and not at- 
chieued without the particular pꝛouidence and diſpoſition of 
the Almightie pardon me O cuerlaſting, holy, and omni⸗ 
potent God, pardon me O pietie, and naturall aftectton,re- 
hearfmg woꝛdes which are umpious and full of blaſphemie) 
what Sirtus if thou hadſt onely ſayde that this be fell by 
his permilfion, vnto whom it is eaſie to hinder all thinges, 
although it be true, it were not godly, and leſſe godiy fo 
thee to affirme this that knoweſt not all thinges that are 
weſent, and therefoze the moze that thou calleſt in witneſſe 
| | and. 
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and defence of thy villanyes , him whom thou calleſf god 
and almightie. Ze: thou Doctozun Iſraell art thou tano- 
rant of this, that all god things are aſcribed vnto God on- 
lp, and that all the reſt is attributed vnto our ſelues? Who 
can ſuffer then that vnts the ſume God who is god onelp, 


onelp omnipotent the bloudie offence of an outcaſt from all 


man kunde is referred? And pet thou doeſt efteeme it but 
mall to ſave that the King was ſlaine, not onely by thy 
knowledge, but by thy counſell, not diſſembling at it, 
but commaunding it, and hauing ſet a ſide all celeſtiall 
and infernall care, that it hath bene thy will onely and 
p2ocurement that at thy pleaſure ſuch a hapnous and exe⸗ 
crable murther was committed in France. Doe the hea⸗ 
uens heare this and ſuffer it: foz whom are the gulphes of 
the earth, the vnluckie rockes, and the fearefull whirlpoles 
and deepes of hell referned 2 Lightnings and thunderbolts 
ſhould be wanting il no part of theſe villanies were left vn⸗ 
puniſhed. owe long agone my eares are hardened and 
acquainted with theſe erecrable woꝛdes. And what is all 
this which J haue ſayde? but vulgar and common, nothing 
wozthie of high Joue his anger, nothing not ozious, no- 
thing pontificiall . J would willingly follow childzens fa- 
ſhions when they are to dzinke a medicine: they inuent de- 
lapes, thep leaue nothing vndone, they turne the cup, and 
oſtentimes put it vnto their mouth to taſte it, then they 
ſhake their heads as if they were angry, they aſke fo2 ſweet 
things to ouercome oꝛ to mitigate the bitterneſſe of the po- 
tion. But finally they being wearied with the continuall 
crytngs of the ſtanders by, turning their head allde, x ſfop- 
ping their noſtrels, do not dꝛinke the medicine but powze it 
in. The like happeneth vnto me at this time: J would il Y 
might, Strtus, paſſe by thy hozrible blaſphemies 4 impious 
woꝛdes, wherewith thou haſt polluted by an abhonunable 
compariſon of a moſt villainous offence, the holy myſte- 
ries of our Sauioꝛs birth and buriall. J would to God that 
Chꝛiſtian eares had only hard it, who are deeper grounded 
in religion 4 better n, of faith, who neuer mow 
- 
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hane gluen tredite to thy impious Oꝛation, if it were vn⸗ 
knowen to the Barbartans Heathen, and Turkes: who 


wull hereafter make a mocke of the true Chꝛiſtuin doarme, 


by thy authoꝛitie, Sixtus, and example. Art thou not aſha⸗ 
med, that thou, being the Paſto2 of the reder med flocke, by 
whoſe aumbina1it dꝛaweth the water of life out of the holy 
well, wholr woꝛdes ſhould haue ſotmded nothing, but that 
which was fame, pure, and godly: that thou the liuely in 
terpꝛetoꝛ ofthe wiitten lawe of God , andthe ſeutre puni⸗ 
ſher of blafphennes, and of thoſe that falſefte and coꝛrupt 
the ſenſe of the holy Scriptures, and moꝛeouer of thoſe 


that abuſe , oꝛ vſe to freely wo»des taken out of the boke 


of GOD: J will not ſayhaſt deluded the Joꝛophetcs 
and Apoſtles, haſt called in doubt the trueth of the hy⸗ 
ftozte , haſt coꝛrupted the holy #criptures , wꝛeſted and 
kalſefied them by a lalſe interpꝛetation, by godiy exam⸗ 
ples haſt coulloured impious offences , and haſt pꝛotected 
chem by thine authoꝛttte, ( theſc are but ſmall thimnges bes 
cauſe they are vſuall vnto ther) but to compare the eter- 
nall cotmſell of the redemption of mankinde , which one- 
ly was committed vnto the ſecond? perſon of the 1 rini- 
tie, onelp of him ſuſcepted, with the vngodly and dete⸗ 
{fable conſpmatie of the murthering of a P2ince : And to 
equall the camall audacitie of an aged and bloudie but- 
cher vnto the reucrende myꝛacles of our Loꝛdes natiut- 
tie, death, and reſurrettion? Juoyde implette , auopde 
blaſpherme ; infect not the holy Lambe with thy popſontd 


- Heath . Uhat haſt thou left vntouched, whome haſt 


thou ſpared : what hath not Pahomct nowe to obiect 
virto vs: what hath the ewe any longer to holde his 
peace 2 Locve Chatſtians : A the Sariſms , the Indi⸗ 


ans, and the Barbarous people of Calico, mueigh 


moſt bitterly againſt vou, they haue bozrowed it of 
the Biſhoppe of Nome. Diddelt thou lacke p2ophane 
examples, Sirtus, to compare them vnto thy villapnie 


— thou hadſt a refuge vnto moſt holy and diuine compa⸗ 


„ or e 
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voide vntill thine age of ſuch hamous and publicke 4nur- 
thers,x that both were reſctucd vnto thy time, to wit hee 


that durſt attempt ſuch a deteſtable acte, andhe that was 
not aſhamed to conumand it. Come fo:th al pee, whome 


the reugious antiquity hath ſeperated from the wozlte to 


bee avicted vnto celeſttall meditations, whome the ſore 
neuer ſaw but thꝛowe ſome narrowe riſtes, being ſiutt vp 
in high walles and iron doꝛes. Ariſe I ſap and come fo2th 
Sixtus calleth vou vnto villennte, to the murtheruig of 
Kings and pꝛinces, now the gates are kept no longer by a 
ſcuere and irowning poꝛter. And thoſe bars and does that 
kept vou from the frendly umbꝛaſing of pour fathers, and 
the ſwerte kiſſes of your atieatonatcd mothers, are noluc 
rely remoued and opened vnto vau, to ſhed by treacherye 
and treaſon the bloud of pour parents, and deareſt frends. 
XA was determined Sixtus, to leaue thy lies, ſurmiſcs, and 
falſe accuſations vntouched: But J am pꝛouoked to the 
contraric th2ough thy impudency, which deſcructh no ſmal 
indignation, as thoſe map eaſelv iudge that are ſomewhat 
acquainted with our eſtat and affaires. Doſt thou ſay that 
Monkes and Friars were kild, o2 at the leaſt ill vſcd in the 
Mings Camp? I woild to God it had beene ſa, if it be law- 
ful and godly to deſtre it. But at the leaſt J with that all 
this idle and vnpꝛofitable cattle ſhould haue beene pounded 
and impꝛiſoned: then our Pꝛince ſhould line yet, woꝛthy of 
a longer life, and then as a fearfull hare thou durſteſt nat 
tread vppon the body of the dead Lion, and deride our 
gricfe and milhappe. As tf all the woꝛld knew not that vn 
to theſe llaues he neuer was harde, where as oftentimes, . 
he was vato his moſt familiar friendes ſeucere. Truely his 
vntuneip factility, hath hurt him, hauing had as pet no ex⸗ 
periente how much hipocriſie and deceite there lay hidden 
vnder a Friarshod, As if thy ſelfe didſt not know that hee 
atwavcs had with hum two Friers in his armie, whoſe help 
he alwayes vſed in his diuine ſeruice. Let me be vndon and 
caſt awap, if J would not haue wiſht a Friars weebe, and 
ſoꝛſaken my counſellers gowne, il e I couide 


3 haue 


haue perfwaded him to the beſt, Truly none were ſo migh⸗ 
ty in the Realm, whoſe welfare and cõmodtty, nay not his 
owne,he eſteemed not leſſe then theſe peoples delights and 
pleaſures onely. Thou haſt no lucke, Sixtus, with thy lie, 
it will not foꝛge, thou mightieſt moꝛe caſter haue made the 
woꝛlde beleeue any thing els. The enemy hunſelle dare not 
ſay, that Friars were ill vſed as long as he lined. Here J 


Reſolue mee, Sixtus, of this, I inquire no further cau- 
ſes of the murthered Pꝛince, it ſufficeth mee to knowe 


| that thou haſt commaunded it, thy will ſhall ſtande foz a 


lawe . But wherefoꝛe doſt thou perſecute his ſhadowe, 
wherefoze doeſt thou accuſe him of obſtinacy, tmpeniten- 
cy: vnthankefulncfle , and to haue ſumed againſt the ho- 
ly Ghoſt 2 Why doeſt thou compare htm vuth Cain and 
Judas By what iuſtice 02 equitte canft thou doe this? 
when hee lap vppon dts death bedde did hee doubt of Chzt- 
ſtian faith 2 Didhee deny the eucrlaſting Sonne of the 
eternal GD D 2 Math hee neglected the auncient cus 
tomes ofthe Church , and the moſt comfo2table Sacras 


mentes vnto thoſe that lie in their extremity Pet once 


againe herein thou art a notable lier. Why doft thou 
fo:ce mee ſo oftentimes to repeate the remembzaunce of 
my bitter griefes : It is certaine that the godly Pꝛince, 
as ſoone as the Phiſitions and Surgeons had bormde vp 
his wounde and had laide him vppon his bedde , hauing 
alittle lepte vppon his paine and griefe , that hee pꝛo⸗ 
nounced with his owne month his Pꝛapers , and with 
A loude voice, made conſeſſion of his faith, and of the 
feeling which hee had of his redemption : adding there - 
vnto theſe wo:des vnto G © D. Af it bee to thy glo- 
ry, O G O D, and the commoditte of mp people, 
graunte mee J moſt humbly deſire, firſt pardon fo2 mp 
ſumes, and then ſome longer dayes of life, But if it bee 
otherwiſe , Jthanke thee moſt highly, O Father, that 
thou doeſt barre mee hence foꝛth from the thꝛaldome of 
ſume , Whereby wee moſte oftentimes _ — 
"a 


woulde make an end if J were but certified of one pointe, - 


_— 


w2ath againſt vs. And therefoꝛe J am readic moſt willing- 
lp to came where thou calleſt me. Hauing made an ende 
of his Pꝛapers he ſendeth fo2 his brother the King of Na- 


uarre, and foz the chiefeſt of his army, and vnto his bꝛo⸗ 
ther he conmiendeth the charge ol the Nealme, and the go⸗ 


uernment of his ſubieas, the Lawes of France, unpoꝛting 


as much: and repeted oftentimes theſe woꝛds, whereby he 


charged him to haue a ſpeciall care to kerpe Choiſtes flocks 
tn vnity and concoꝛd:and as he was heire vnto the crowne, 
that he likewiſe would be hetre to godly and ancient inſtitu⸗ 
tions. Defiring this moſt earneſtly at his hands with a ſo⸗ 
lemne pꝛoteſtatiõ, ſhewing that this had bin his only deſire 
from his childhood. They al depart very ſozrowful:whcrvps 
be confelſcth his ſins in the eare of a pꝛieſt, x hauing craued 
pardon of God fot his offences,he had a ſenſible feeling, that 
they were foꝛgiut him fo: Chulſts ſake. And nowe ready to 
communicate of his ſacred body openly that al might hears 
it that grace which he had freelp recciued of Godin the foꝛ⸗ 
giuenes ol his ſins, that ſame he frankly tmparteth to al his 
enemies, nap to them that had beene the conſpiratoꝛs of his 
death, t his murtherers. And thus hauing recciued his laſt 
due x farewcll,departed ioyful 4 glad out of this woꝛlde, not 
without the great griefe of all the ſtanders by, bew2aping v 
inward ſoꝛrowe with outward abundant teares. Here Six⸗ 
tus, J ſce no tokens of deſperation , no ſignes ofumpeniten- 
cie. And I thinke not, that thou art ſo farre voyde of al rea- 
ſon, as to compare a molt Chꝛiſtian pꝛince vnto N. Saule. 
But let him be copared vet to hum, ſo that he heare no bit⸗ 
terer woꝛds, tx fufter greater toꝛments. Beholde with what 
woꝛds Gods indignation vpon this impious king is expꝛeſ 
fd. The ſpirite ol the Loꝛde is gone from Saule, ſaith the 
p2ophet : And in another place the Loꝛd ſpeaketh vnto Sa⸗ 
muel, ſaving, How long wilt thou lament ouer Saul, when 


J haue caſt him off that he ſhall not raigne 2 Doth he ſate., 
that he is miſcrable, vnhappie, woꝛthy of eternal damna⸗ 


tion: God foꝛbid When the ſcripture ſpeaketh of his death, 


marke the moſt chꝛiſtian woꝛdes of Dawd, directed vnto 
| the 
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the yongman , who boaſted, but falſely, that hee 

th his owne handes had ſlaine the Pꝛince in the battell: 
How waſt thou not afraid to put fo:th thy hand, to deſtroy 
the annointed of the Lo2d? And in many other placcs,wha 
(hall ſtretch fo2th his hands vpon the Lo2ds annointcd, and 
ſhall be innocent? Anſwere Sirtus, is not thy oꝛation cruz 
eller whereby thou commanmdeſt willull and publike num⸗ 
ther, in pꝛaiſing it: oꝛ ſap, that this example is not to be fo⸗ 
lowed, and to be aboliched by thine authoꝛitte. Saule was 
llaine in the battell, an Amalekite his enemy had done it, 
here is nothing that was fo:bidden by la we, yet the W oꝛde 
bath reuenged the death ol his annointed. Ser further what 
the holy Chzonicles tell of Joab, and Ammon, being mur- 
thered, although vngodly kings,autho2s of abhominations, 
and hated of God. Ser, reade, and peruſe all the ſacred and 
pꝛophane hiſtoꝛies, and thou ſhalt finde, that not onely the 
lawe of nature, of men, and aboue all Gods oꝛdinances, but 
alſo the ſeuere and hoꝛrible examples of the puniſhmẽt ther⸗ 
of, debarre impious and blodie handes, from the annopn- 
ted bodies of kings and Pzinces . Rome fertile alwapes in 
all villanie, hath ſeene of twelue her Emperoꝛs, eight murs 
theres wyth the ſwoꝛd, but none vnreuenged. He, Sixtus, 
thereſoꝛe that fucceedeth ſhall be, J hope, the reuenger, and 
that which thou haſt now long agone knowne by other hi⸗ 
ſtozies, thou ſhalt come tolearne it ere long by thine owne. 
Anopde therefoze , thou Biſhop, and be p;owde with this 

anſwere : Go vnto the Indians, oꝛ in ſome other caz- 

ner of the woꝛld, a iuſt puniſhment is re⸗ 
ſerued fo2 thee vnder ſome 
greater ennemp. 
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